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O Lord, to me now Underflanding give, 1 
That { may learn thy Law, and how to lite. il 
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DEA R REA DER, 


[ HERE preſent you with a Ca'echiſm, 

or ColleQion of a- few Points of Chriſtian + 
Faith and Morality in Verſe, which is ge- 
nerally more pleaſing than plain Proſe. It 
is a way of Writing which always has been, 
and ſtill is, much in Vogue, and which the 
Church approves - of, as appears by the 
Hymns in ber Divine Office and other 
Bcoks of Devotion. There is a muſical 
Jingle in lines of this Nature, which as it 
ickles the Ear, and pleaſes the Fancy, is apt 
o make a deep and laſting impreffion on 
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Lu 
the Mind. And although there may be 
ſome things herein contained, which are be. 
yond the reach of the Underſtanding of 
Children: vet as they ripen in Age, they 
will gradually comprehend them, and I hope 
conſtantly endeavour to reduce them. fff 0 
practice. 5 


To the Catechiſm I have ſubjoined an er 
Invitation to, and the Method of making a|iff ſo 
Spiritual Retreat, for the bene fit of Perſons f 
of every Age and Condition in Life: and l 
fincerely wiſh that every one would ſet apart 
a ſew days once in every j ear for that pur. 
poſe : that by taking a ſerious view of the 
ſtate of their Souls, they might ſee how far 
they ſtill are ſrom that Pertc on which Al. 
mighty God fo often in the Holy Scriptures 
exhorts us to aim at: might renew their Re. 
pentance for their paſt fins: and firmly re- 
ſolve to apply themſelves more ſerioully to 
that one thing neceſſary, the Salvation of 
their precious and immortal Souls. If any 
one ſhould alledge that his buſineſs and oc- 
cupations will not permit him to make fuch 
a Retreat on week days, let him at leaſt let 
apart three or four lucceſſive Sundays 1 

i | that 
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7 be that purpoſe, againſt which no one can have 
be- any excuſe to alledge: ſince God himſelf- 
» offfyl bas ſtrifly commanded that day to be let * 
they apart, to be employed ſolely in exerciſes of 
Piety and Devotion, ſuch as may promote 
1. to] our SanQlification+ here, and our eternal 

Glory hereafter, And I am confident that 

whoſoever, with a good and ſincere heart, 
an] employs theſe days for this purpoſe, will 
ig aff] ſoon find great benefit derived to his Soul 
long from this annual. practice. — 


pen In this Retreat, I have; in imitation of 
pur. the Ten Meditations of St. Francis of Sales, 
the ft down the Sentiments, Affections, and 
lat Reſolutions ſuitable to ſuch an occaſion, 
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ures I hope the Reader will dente the Faults 
Re- be may find in the deſedtive meaſure and 
re. ¶ barſhneſs of ſome of the Verſes. This bas 
io] ſometimes happened by the Nature of the 
ol Subject confining me to follow ſo cloſely 
aoy the words of the Holy Scripture or the Ca- 
oc-ſiſ techiſm. I alſo beg him to remember, 
ach that though I wiſh it had been in my power 
let 10 make every verſe in the Compoſition en- 
for] tirely Perle and irreprehenſible: yet my 
hat A3 borigipal 


1 
original deſign was not ſo much to pleaſe 
his Fancy, as to improve his heart and en- 
gage him to live like a good Chriſtian, 
And if any one ſhou d receive any ſpiritual 
benefit from this little work, I hope he will 
not forget to pray for him who 1s, under 


God, 
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Wro made you ?—Gad.—Why did he: 
make you Say. | 5 

o know, ta love, and ſerve him night and daß 

During my mortal life: and then to be 

Happy with him for all Eternity. 5 | 

Hence, this rude mafs of Clay by bim inform'd 5 

With Soul immortal, with Free Will adorn'd, 

Vith Underſtanding bleſt, and Memory, 

Riſes to likeneſs of the Deity: | 


you defire t'attain the noble end ie 
lor which God. made you? — That my Soul de- 
mands | - 


hat ſo I may return it to his hands 

ſho made it pure : What 'vails it man, to gain 
ſhe world, and all its pleaſures to obtain; _ 
after all his Soul be loſt, and-he Yu 
ternally from God divorc'd ſhould'be pt. 
ind doomꝭ d to ſuffer endleſs miſery ?. 

What Virtues muſt you practiſe to prepare 
our Soul for Joys, ſuch as you wiſh to ſhare ? 

Y HR Alk 


To which then muſt your greateſt care extend. 


7] 5 
All Virtues muſt abound, but chief theſe Three, 20 
Truly Divine: Faith, Hope, and Charity. 
What do you mean by Faith ?—'Tis to believe 
Without a doubt, and full Aſſent to give 
To ev'ry Truth which God has e'er reveal'd: 
For God is Truth, and nothing lies conceal'd g 
From him: nor error nor deceit can there 
Admittance find: hence then it follows clear, 
That whatſoe' er he teaches muſt be True, 
And to it full Aſſent is always due. 


This Truth confeſs'd: Inform me if you can 30 


How are his Truths and Will made known 10 
— Man? | | 
Conſult his Church, the Guardian of his Will; 
Her he-eſtabliſh'd, guides, and governs ſtill. 
In her Decrees hear the Eternal ſpeak, . 
Who breaks her Laws, his Laws does likewiſe 
break. | n ; 
The chiefeſt Truths he taught, are, as we read, 

Briefly contain'd in the Apoſtles Creed. 
Can you then ſay the Creed ?—I can: for 1: 
Was taught it in my early infancy, . 

The : Apoſtles Creed. 

In Godth' Almighty Father I Believe 4 
Who to all Creatures did Exiſtence give, 
Fo whom th' Angelick Hoſts their beings owe, 
And Man, ard Beaſt, and Reptile here below; 
The World's bright order ſprung but at his Word 
And all Creation owns him Sov'reign Lord. 43 

And in Chriſt:Jefus his begotten One, 

Th Eternal Father's Co- eternal Son, 


True 


B 
True God of the True God, and Light of Light, 
The perfect e e his Father bright, 
Equal to him in Pow'r and Majelty, [2114 HS 
And ev'ry Attribute of ally! | 
Begotten he, not made; all him came, 41% of 
W two diſtinct, their "Splendors equal 

eam, 
The Father's Subſtance, and the Son's the ſame; 
Who for us men, that he might ſet us free 56 
From Sin, and Satan's cruel tyranny, 
Came down from Heav'n, and of a Virgin pure ö 
Took human nature, that he might endure 
The puniſhment which to our fins. was due, 
And thereby _ loſt right to Heav'n renew; 60 
And cancel, by the ſhedding of his Blood, 
The Fancy > entence that againſt us ſtood. 
He ſuffer'd under Pontius Pilate, Who, 
Incited by the fell and envious crew - - 
Of Jewiſh Prieſts and Rulers, him deen d 65 
On a diſgraceful Croſs his life to end. | 
Firfyſcourg'd, then crown'd with Thorns, then 
crucified . | 
Between two thieves this Holy Victim died. 
And on that Altar he his Soul reſign'd 
Into his Father's hands to ſave mankind. 70 
His Soul deſcended to that dark retreat, | 
Where Souls of Sainis and Prophets joyful 
greet 

Him come, whom they ſo much deſir'd to ſee, 
And from their baniſhment to ſet them free. 
His lifeleſs Corpſe chat ev'ning was convey d 79 
Away, and | in a Sepulchre was laid - f 
| | Heun | 
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 Hewn'in a Rock, where Jewiſh malice, ſtill iy 
To keep it ſafe, exerted all its ſkill, _ 

The entrance therefore ſeal'd, wasguarded round 
By Soldiers, that acceſs might not be found 80 
Fo his Diſciples: whom they falſely ſay | 
Determin'd were to ſteal the Corpſe away, Pr; 
And then proclaim abroad that he, the ſlain ; 
Was riſen from the Dead. But O how vain 
And fooliſh are the thoughts and ſchemes of 11 
1 CIS 
When they preſume the Pow'r of God to "Rr, N 
And all their projects when they dare pretend Fi 
Againſt the will of Heaven to contend! : 


His pow'r Divine ſoon baffled all their arts, " 
And ſhew'dthemalice rankling in their hearts. ga ; 
The third day's dawn the wonder did diſcloſe, 15 
From death to life triumphantly he roſe W 
In early morn, his Soul from ſhades of Death * 
Return'd, his Corpſe reſum'd its vital breath. In 
His Body then with properties adorn'd Mo: 
Of Glory, bands and-earthly priſons ſcorn'd, Wo 
Forſook the Tomb, came into open light, W 


And ſoon appear'd to his Apoſtles ſighi; 
For forty days amongſt them he appear'd I 
And with his preſence and inſtruttions cheer'd 100 
Their droopinghearts, tlien led them to the Mount I g. 
Of Olives, as S. Luke gives the account. 
When he his bleſſing gave, and in their fight. 
Tow'rds the Celeſtial manſions took his flight, 

W here now he has, ontheright hand, his ſeat) 105 

Of his Eternal Father, as tis meet, 
Till all things ſhall be put beneath his feet.) 
PS 15 5 a rom 
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From thence, with Pow'r and Majeſty he'll come 
To ſave the Juſt, and utter Sinners doom, 
And or rewards or puniſhments diſpenſe 110 
nl According to the ſtate in which they go from 
-/ "hence. PR | 
And in the Holy Ghoſt who is the Lord, 
Proceeding from the Father and:the Word, 
| To either equabin Eternity, | {| 
n Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Pow'r, and Majeſty, 115 q 
9 h I firmly do believe. The Church allo, | 1 
9 Eſtabliſhed on Earth, that 2 know 
; be Truths reveal'd by God, is only One, 
© MW Firſt founded by the Co- eternal Son, | | 
And through the world by his Apoſtles ſpread, 120 
In Truth and Virtue's paths is always led | 
By the ſame Holy Spirit, who is given 
To be our:Comforter and Guide to Heaven. 
Wherein 'the Saints in One Communion are, , 
And all the hleſſings of their Saviour ſhare. 123 
In which, forgiveneſs may from God be found 
Of ev'ry ſin, how deep ſo &'er the wound. 
Hur bodies chang'd to duſt, diſpers'd in air 
Will riſe, and at the Throne of Chriſt appear, 
Who or rewards or puniſhments will give 130 
Jo each, according as on Earth we live. 
And from. that day our future lot will be 
Eternal happineſs, or miſery. | 
Theſe and all- other things which have been 
0 Taught = OT; 
ey Holy Church, as points of Faith, I ought 
And firmly do believe: and hope thereby 
To live and reign with God eternally.— Amen. 
THE 


E 
De Holy Trinity. 5 i 
In God, how many Perſons may there be? 140 E 


The Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt: theſe 
Tbree 3 

Equal in ev'ry Attribute of Deity. 

Becauſe they have a Nature, Eflence, Will, n 
One and the ſame: are therefore equal ftill. 5 
The Father firft, the Second is the Word; : 
Two Perſons: and the Holy Ghoſt the Third, 
The Father made us him to glorify, 145 
The Son redeem'd us from captivity, 8 
T The Holy Ghoſt our Souls doth ſanctify. ) 

The Father's God, the Son is God, and ſo 

The Holy Ghoſt is God: all this we know 

And Faith affirms: yet God there is but One, 1 $6 

Not three: though Perſons Three diſtin we 

OWN. 

Do not theſe Truths and Myſteries divine 

Surpaſs our Reaſon ? Ves: and cauſe to ſhine 

Our Faith with greater luſtre : and demand 
| Ourmind's Aſſent: for men ſhould underſtand, 153 
2 God can't deceive his Church: nor falſehooc 

broach. : 
To Reaſon then it can be no reproach _ 
To think what God hath ſaid is True. —'Tis fit 
To Revelation Reaſon ſhould ſubmit. 

Hath God a Body, like to men below? 169 
No: he's a Spirit Pure, the Scriptures ſhew. 
How _ _ we be like him Say. An 7, 

Why? ; i 
In Soul, not Body: e'er to live, not die. To 


Ho 


To 160 gn, 90700 (heit God: 
To bleſs and praiſe wm Name i in 


. 
How long may God have i or vill U 
Fer was: and will b be to, Eternit. be of 163 


91 II 1 ee een Patrs. 15750 hq ; 


To God the Tather r cho $ in heav' n ador d. To 
To Jeſus 'Chrift his On! y Son our Lord, 2 
And th. Holy Ghoſt, One God in Perſons Three, 
Be Praiſe and Glory, gly ;Þ eternally. TP 7 


 Creatiqn. 


- Where, was N the World fix thouſand, years 
$16 
The wana Kal abt Fuittence then, we Kabir! | 
And yet had not exiſted, had not gage 
Who rules in heav*n'commianded it ſhould be. 
But when tf Eternal God pronounc 'd the word, 
Then TIE; heard, and own'd the Sov' reign 


And ſtrai ghtway roſe hs beauteous form we 0 
fo pay obedience to Bis Majeſty. . 

The Heavens thus, and Earth created were, „ 180 
And God's Omnipotence to man declare, & 
Who out of ae made all Sa chat 


« The, Angels, ls Sa I, 15 
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Were 1 wh An els too, 2 brit ht refit "FD 
Part of Fon workin Ves: and e were 
ſign 4 
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But by their Pride, great numbers of them 

i r 
From heav'nly bliſs, into the pit of Hell. f 
Where Devils they will ever be, and ſhare 
Eternal torments, and a ſad Deſpair. 
But thoſe good Spirits who obedient ſtood 
Firm to the Truth, and glorifi'd tbeir- God, 190 
With their Creator will for ever be _ 
Abſorpt in Joy and all feli city. 

# | Man. 3 
3 Men, who was the firſt tli Almighty fram d 
Of clay, or earth Adam: he fo was nam'd. 
On the ſixth day the breath of life God breath'd19 


Into him, thus his being he receive! d. 


Why was he made ?—That he might know and 


ſerve | 5 
His Maker here on Earth, and ſo deſerve 
To be tranſlated to the realms above, 5 
And ſhare eternally his Maker's love. 200 
Was he alone? Or was no other join! d 
With him to comfort and relieve his mind? 
God from a Rib, ſoon form'd a heauteous mate 
To ſhare his bliſs, and feed to propagate ; 


Eve ſhe was call'd. As Adam was - a 205 


The Father; ſhe the Mother of mankin 

In Eden's Paradife they bad their fill 

Of quiet, comfort, and of eaſe, untill _. 

ny eating fruit forbidden, both rebell'd, 

And for their fin were from that place expell'd, 210 
Condemn'd to Labour, Death, and Miſery, 
Curles entail'd on their Poſterity. 


Redemption. | 


hem 
185 


199 


195 


210 


0th | 


Fo 7 
RNedemplion. 


You ſay ths San Perſon Man Sore; : 
To ſave u Ves: bleft be his- glorious Name. 
Concelv d in Virgin's: enn, that | ſacred 

Shine, 3% 215 
By operation of the Spiri: Divide" 4) 
He took our Fleſfi, man to redeem and ſave 
From Sin, from Death, and from th'infernal grave. 
To break. the bonds of our- Captivity, 


And purebaſe for us-glorious liberty. 220 
W hen was he van OR Chriltmaſs night we 
find, 


To Shepherd': $ royal men of bumble mind. 


How did he live 7—A private life, and poor; 
With Jofeph and his Virgin Mother pure, 

For thuty- years:* he then began to preach, 225 
And to the Jews the way to heaven teach. 


Did they the world's:Redeemer then receive. 


And all the facred Truths he taught believe? 
Toon him for cheir Saviour they retus'd, 
And full of Gall, his ſacred Nanie abus'd, 230 
Revil'd, blaſphem 'd, and thirſted for his blood, 
And on the Erdſo down ſtream'd the ern 
flood. 

Thus he his Father's wrath appeas'd, DE fell- 

To ranſom Man enſlav'd to Sin and Hell. | 
The bleſſed Angels ſtood amaz'd to ſee 

Ihe God of Lite expiring on the Tree. 

The rocks, and mountains ſhook, and ſplit: the: 

: Jun | | 

As if confounded at the deed they'd done, 

B 2 | "Wichdiews 
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The graves GR up * the Myſtic ve 


 When'Chrilt was dead where was his Bod 


. . 8 J 
Withdrew his beams, and hid his radiant face 


From the black murder wrought by Jew! 
race: 


Long us'd the Sanctuary to conceal, | 
Was rent in two: his death all Nature mourn'd 
But Jewiſh perfidy all Mercy ſcorn'd. 


:: $4e;; 41 0 24 
In a new Mood by pious 9 7 att 857 
Ot two of his Diſeiples; his Soul then 1 
Deſcended into Lell or Limbo' dene 
To comfort captive Souls, and let them ſee, 
The price of Sin was paid, to ſet them free. 25: 


How long, fay, was his body in the grave? ] 
Part of three days; then like a Conqu' ror braye On 
On the third day he role, as he.defign'd, 


And to his Body his bleſt Soul rejgin'd;. 
To finiſh the great, work he had begun, 23 


That we eternal miſery might ſhun. 


But did our Lord ſtraight up to! heav! aſcend? 

No: forty days on earth he.choſe to ſpend, 

JT'inſtruët his Miniſters, and leſſons give 

To teach their Converts what they mult be- 
lieve, 566 260 

And alſo in what manner they, ſhould live. 


Then from Mount Olivet he took bis flight, 


And gloriouſly aſcended in their fight; | 
From whence hell. come gain 20 Sinner 


dread, 
To judge Mankind: the lixing andiþe dead. 268 


Deſie 


ET 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghojt.. 


Did ke not ſay he'd ſend his Spirit down' 

On his Diſciples, the whole work to crown 

| Of our Redemption ?—Yes.—He came t'inſpire 

rudi Their Souls with zeal in form of Tongues of 

Fire. : 

Jodi Infus'd his Gifts of Languages and Grace 270 
24 Of Elocution: and in ev'ry place 

Poor Fiſhermen enabled to contound 

The Pride of Sophiſts, and with. conqueſt 

crown'd. 


The Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 
How many Gifts does God impart to thoſe 
raveſſ On whom his Holy Spirit he beſtows? 275. 
Seven are the Gifts the Holy Spirit brings 
Each more deſirable than Crowns of Kings. 
25/7/4022, to know the Lord, and love him too, 
| Becauſe he is molt Holy, Juſt, and True. 
d? bach as Philoſophers could never teach, 280 
or ſtrength of human genius ever reach. 
Next, Under/tanding, that makes mortals ſee 
The ſhortnels, emptineſs; and vanity | 
” 260] 0t honours, pleaſures, and of glitt'ring Gold, 
tor which eternal Joys are often ſold. _ 
; knowledge, that we in Virtue may increaſe, 
and turn our ſteps into the ways of Peace; 
ner That we our duty to our God may know, 
And may be fervent in its practice too. 
. 20% Con , to guide us ſafe amidſt the Shares 290 
Which Satan lays to catch us unawares. 
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With heav'nly Fortitude, that we may bear 


All trials that our enemies prepare, 
T'afflict us in our journey to the Seat 


Of Joys eternal, and of bliſs compleat. 55 295 
True Piety, to make us ſpend our days | 


In ſerving God, and letting forth his Praiſe, 
The Fear of God, our Paſlions to reſtrain, 
And ſpur us on, eternal Joys to gain. 

Come Holy Spirit, theſe thy Gifts impart, goo 
And now take full poſleſſion of my heart. 
Without thy Preſence nothing evercan 


Be innocent that's found in mortal man. 


Fruits of the Yoly Ghoſt. 
Does not this Holy Spirit alſo bring 
Forth fruits in Chriſtian Souls that make 
them ſing | 305 


Inceſſant Praiſes to their heav'nly King? 


Such Clarity this Spirit doth beſtow, 


And Joy, as none but they who feel it, know, | 


That Peace, which Chriſt to his Apoſtles left, 
And Patzence, to ſupport us when bereft g1o 
Of worldly comforts: with Benignity 

Thoſe to relieve, whom in diftrels we ſee. 
With Goodne/s, which inclines us to impart 


All good ta others with a willing heart. A 
And ſonganimy, that makes us bear 315 
Untir'd the trials which our foes prepare. 


Likewiſe Fidelity, by which we can 
Fulfil our promiſes to God and Man. 
With humble Al,, that makes us fear 


All that may give oltence to eye or ear. 320 
1 Aud 


C9. ] 
ind aftly Continence, and Chaſiity, 
Which will preſerve both Soul and Body free 
From Sins of Luſt, and all the dreadful train 
20; MW Of evils which in Tuſtful Souls remain, 


The Church. 


How many Churches are there?—One : not 
more. 325 
300 Tis Unzver/al, and in Doctrine 2 
Founded by Chriſt, and by th' Apoſtles ſpread; 
The Pope, Chriſt's Vicar, is on 2 its Head, 
Rebels and Hereticks may her annoy, 


But HelFitfelf can never her deſtroy. 330 
t * Chriſt's ſacred Spouſe, the Church, will ever 
„ride 


Triumphant o'er her foes: and far and wide 
305 © Extend her Tents, though hell its utmoſt ſtore 
KOT plagues and miſchiefs, ſhould with ven- 
eance pour: 
« For he 5 built it on that ſolid Rock 325 
„ 'Gain{t which, he promis'd to his Faithtul 
„ Flock, | 
„That Earth, and Heav't n ſelf ſhould beter 
66 fail. 
« Than e'ex th' Infernal powers ſhould prevail. 9 
Cannot the Church, in Faith miſtake, and err ? 
No; by no means: for Cbriſthas promis d her, 340 
That he himſe,f would be her Spouſe, and 
___ Guide 
Till Time ſhall end: and over her preſide, 


+ Triumphs of the Croſs. | 
What 


J 


W bat think you then of ſuch who her oppoſe? 
The ſtate is deſperate of all her Foes. 
Who will not hear the Church, whoe'er they are, 
With Heathens we're commanded to compare. 

O Gracious God, how well doſt thou pro. 

. | 3 
For erring judgments, an unerring Guide! 
« Grant that I may, for my Director take 
That Church you promis'd never to forſake. 330 
Prayer. 

Can you by Faith alone be ſaved No. 
The devils do believe, and tremble too. 
Beſides believing all theſe things, I muſt 
Keep God's molt holy Law, and put my truſt 


In him: and humbly pray him to beſtow 955 


Such Grace as may enable me to know, 
In ev'ry point my duty, and fulfil 
All I may know to be his holy Will. 

How do you pray ?—In that ſame form of 
Words | + "FRY 
Which Chriſt firſt taught; The Pray'r yclep't 

the Lord's. rg 
The Lord's Prayer. 
Our Father, who in heaven art ador'd, 
Of all created things the Sov reign Lord, 
Hallowed be thy Name, thy Kingdom come. 
As tis in heav'n, on earth thy Will be done. 


Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive 365 


Our treſpaſſes as others we forgive, 
Into temptation lead us not, we pray : 
But from us baniſh evils. far away.—- Amen. 


The 


3058 


The 


7 1 
Ihe ſame. == 


Our Father, wbo in heayen doft reſide, _ 
May thy great Name be ever ſanctified. 370 
To prapagate on Earth thy Kingdom deign, | 
In ev'ry heart eſtabliſh well thy reign, _ | 
And Sov 'reign rule in ev'ry Soul maintain. 

Bring us unto thy heav'nly kingdom bright, , 
That we may fee thee in thy glorious Light. 375 
Thy will be done on earth with equal care, 
As thy commands obey'd in heaven are. 
Cive us this day our Soul's and Body's food, 
We beg of thee the Source of all our Good. 
Forgive our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 380 
Them who do us offend; that we may live 
Ever in thy moſt holy Grace and Love. | 
And come to ſhare the bliſs of Saints above. 
Under temptations never let us bend, | 
But from all evils ever us defend. 8. 
That having thus our wants ſupplied by thee, 
When life ſhall end we may thy glory ſee, 
And ling thy Praiſe for all Eternity.—Amen. 
| The Commandments. „ 

Who gave the Ten Commandments ?—God. 

_—Andwhy? N por 815 


a > & 4 


That we ſhould them obferye moſt carefully. 390 


In the Old Law he them io Moſes gave: 
And Chriſt confirm'd them in the New, t'en- 
rave 5 | 
Them in our hearts: They are the ſureſt Teſt 
That we him love and in his favour relt. 


Repeat 


„ 

Repeat the Ten.—I will as I was taught, 30; 
And in due order ſum them up in ſhort. | 
1. I am thy God; no other Gods advre, 

For I'm the only God: and me implore. 
2. Take not my Name in vain, bur kandtif 7 

That name which Angels praiſe and rl, 400% 1 
g. One day in Seven, holy keep, and fee Kee 
You conſecrate it duly unto me. 

4. Your Parents, honour, love, and well obey, Tg 
And from their juſt commands go not aftray. . 
5. Thouſhaltnot kill, nor malice bear in mind, 405, 


Nor ſeek revenge, or hurt in any kind. . 

| | | 00 The 
6. Adultery thou ſhalt not perpetrate, 
Nor any filth that doth to it relate. 5 
Of luſtful thoughts beware, deſires, facts, Y 


They taint the Soul, and poiſon all its acts. 410% f 
5 ſnalt not ſteal, nor hurt thy neighbour Mr 
| ight ; e eee = AM 

For if — doſt, my Law will thee indite, 
Nor mercy canſt thou find, or hope from me, 
Tilt Reſtitution ſets-thy Conſcience fre. 
8. Bear not falſe witnefs againſt any man. 4 

Detraction diead, abhor it all you can. | 

In ev'ry point endeavour to reclaim 

The damage done unto thy neighbour's Fame. 
9g No neighbour's wife deſire, it is in Mind |} 
Adultery: a erime of hemous kind. 420 
10. Nor cevet other's goods; for tis in heat, 
As ſtealing is in fact: a wicked part. : 

Thele are God's precepts, and who bliſs woul 
 thare | | 


Tae 


Muſt keep them all. Let this then be thy ca 


399 


E 
The Church Precepts. 


Are there not Precepts of the Church alſo? 423 
ves, Six: which we muſt keep, as well as know. 
. Sundays and Holy- days we muſt attend 
At Holy Maſs, and them in Virtue ſpend. 


. Faſt on the days appointed by the Church, 


Keep Abſtinence on days ordain'd as ſuch. 430 
Once in the year at leaſt, Confeſs our ſins, 
lo cleanſe and free our Souls from all their 


At Eaſter muſt receive the Eackarift, 


The precious Body and the Blood of Chriſt. 
. To Paſtors their due Tythes, and Portions 


6, And Marry not on a forbidden day. 
Are we oblig'd theſe Precepts to obſerve? 


WV ko diſobeys the Church from God does ſwerve 


The Sacraments. | 


How many Sacraments or Signs there are, 
Of inward and inherent Grace, declare? 440 
By Bapti/m we the Sons of God are made. 
By Confirmation, e ee with the aid 
Of God's moſt Holy Spirit to be true 
le him, when foes with fire and ſword purſue 
Our Faith and Perſons. Then the Euchariſt, 445 


5 Which is the Body and the Blood of Chriſt, 


: Conceal'd beneath the Forms of Bread and 


Wine, 
Hebted by his Word and Pow'r divine, * 


Les 
By him was giv'n to feed the pious Soul, 
And its. unruly Paſſions all controul. _ 
If we have ſinn'd, and ſo forgiveneſs need 
By Abſolution, from our fins we're freed, 
And this is Penance call'd, Which does imply, 
That we Repent, Confefs, and Satisfy. 
Union Extreme, th' Apoſtle too declares, 
Remits our ſins, and us for bliſs p. | 


715520 Or bl NN 
By Ordination Pow'r and Grace is 


ven 


To Men, that they diſpenſe the Gifts of heaven. 


Laſtly, the Sacred VNuptial bond for life 
Unites indiſſolubly man and wife. 
Of Myſtic Rites theſe are the Sacred Seven 
_ Ordain'd by Chriſt to fit our Souls for Heaven, 
h Baptiſin. Me be 
By Baptiſm we for heaven are prepar'd, 
Freed from the guilt which we in Adam ſhar'4 
With all mankind of Sin Original, 40 
Contracted by his diſobedient fall. 
At holy Font the Devil we renounc'd, 
'Gainſt him, the World, and Pomps, we wal 
denounc'd. | 14 ER 
Oh, may we ſtrictly keep our ſolemn words, 
And uſe the means of Grace our God affords. 47 
To keep the ſpotleſs Robe we then put on, 
And by repenting tears, for faults atone, 


Confurmation. 


In Confirmation ſtrength is giv'n from high, 
To ſtand our ground and foil the Enemy; 


450 


How « 
Vhen h 
n 
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No Perſecutors of our Faith to fear, 475 


0r, God to gain, think any loſs too dear. 
The Euchariſt. 


What is the Euchariſt ?—The greateſt bleſſing, 


bat God could give, or man have in poſſeſſing. 
our Lord's moſt precious Body and his Blood; 
The ſame that from his Wounds ſtream'd in a 
flood. | 85 
How can that be ?—So the Capharnaits ſaid 
chen his unerring words their thoughts dif- 
ma 'd © | ES 
Ind . God can ſurely do 
Whate'er he pleaſes. What he ſays is True. 
Did he not this whole world, of nothing make? 485 
This we confels, and for a Truth we take. 
Moſes, the rivers into blood could change: 
Chriſt can't do as much, it would be ſtrange. 


Name, | 
Tho by one word could Earth and Heaven 
frame. | 5 490 


t Cana's Marriage, he the Water bleſt, 

ind it became, of Wine the very beſt. 

k« Can Ibelieve th' Eternal God could lye, 
Diſguis'd in mortal mould and infancy, 
That the great Maker of the world could 

* die, 1 495 
And after that truſt my imperfect ſenſe, 

Which calls in queſtion his Omnipotence? 
Can I my Reaſon to my Faith compel, 

And ſhall my fight, and touch, and taſte, rebel? 

| : "os Superior 

Dryden. | 


483 


He ſure can change the Subſtance, Thing, and 
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Superior faculties are ſet aſide: 500 Gin 
« Shall their ſubſervieat organs be my guide! ] 
«© Then let the Moon uſurp the rule of day, Th 
« And winking tapers ſhew the Sun his way. 
For, what my Senſes can themſelves perceive, 
I need no Revelation to believe. 50; 

ed 


« Can they who ſay the Hoſt ſhould be deſc 


_ « By Senſe, define a Body glorified? \ 
« Impaſhible, and penetrating parts? It 1 
Let them declare by what myſterious arts Th; 
He ſhot that Body through th' oppoſing To 
er might 510 No! 

- Of bolts and bars impervious to the light, > Car 
« And ſtood before his train confels's ink Th 
« open ſight. : _ JY WW 
For ſince thus wondrouſly he paſs'd, tis plaia W. 

« One ſingle ſpace, two bodies did contain; As 

© And ſure, the ſame Omnipotence as well 51% Th 

« Can make one body in more places dwell. For 
„Could he his Godhead veil with Fleſh and Th 

by | «© Blood, ; Ani 
„And not veil theſe again to, be our food? Co! 
„His Grace in both is equal in extent: Of 
« The firſt affords us life, the ſecond nouriſh |: i 
ce ment.“ £ is 8 8 At 

God's Power, Word, and Truth are the reſort Do 


In which my Faith finds a ſecure ſupport. To 

Away then with contention, pride, and ſtrife, 

The words of Chrilt are of eternal life. 

He took the Bread and Wine, bleſt it anc 
RR... 624 
Take, eat and drink of this, be not afraid; 


Eo 3 
ſt is my Body and my Blood, which I 
Give for your food, to live eternally. 

Prepare usthen, dear Lord, our hearts prepare, 
That in this heav'nly Banquet we may ſhare 530 
A part of thoſe great bleſſings they have won, 
Who there appear'd with Wedding garments on. 


The Maſs. 
What ſay you of the Maſs? We all profeſs 


It is a Sacrifice, in which no leſs 

Than Chriſt the Victim is, offer'd therein 333 
To his Eternal Father, for Man's ſin. | 
Nothing in Law of Nature, or of Jew, | 
Can be compar'd with this, which doth renew 
The Mem'ry of. Chriſt's death, and repreſent 
What on the Croſs for us he underwent. 340 
When Maſs is Offer'd, God is there ador'd 

As Author of our Life; his Grace implor'd; 
Thankſgiving made: and the beſt aid procur'd 
For Quick and Dead, as we are well aſſur'd. 

Then let us there aſſiſt with true reſpett, 543 
And our beſt thoughts to God above dirett; | 
Condemn the Errors, and ſuggeſtions fly 
Of thoſe who do the Holy Mals decry. 

It is moſt certain, what Chriſt did Ordain 


At his Laſt Supper, is not done in vain. 53e 


Do this, he ſaid, in memory of me. 
To his Apoſtles: and 'twas done, we fee 
From the firft riſe of Chriſtianity, 


* Penance. 
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Penance. 


; Concerning Penance, what ſay you of it? 


It is a Sacrament, that doth remit 999 


The actual ſins which we ourſelves commit. 
Three Parts it hath, with which we muſt comply 
To be Contrite, Confeſs, and Satisfy. 
Which well perform'd, from Sin we have releaſe 
And are reſtor'd to favour, and God's Grace. 566 
After his Reſurrection, Chriſt we find 
Empow'rd th' Apoſtles to Abſolve and Bind, | 
And their Succeflors too: ſo he deſign'd 
Whatever Sentence paſſes here below 
The ſame in heaven is confirm'd we know. 56 
Receive the Holy Ghoſt: I here declare, 
Whoſe fins ye ſhall forgive, iorgiven are, | 
And whoſe ye ſhall retain, retain'd are there, 
So long as Time ſhall laſt, or Earth remain, 
This Pow'r my Church ſhall have, and hal 
retain. 50 
1 Extreme Uncdion. 
And is there not a laſt Anointing too 
Ordain'd for dying perſons ?—Yes, tis true, 
To tree them ſrom internal tyranny, 
To give them ſtrength in their laſt Agony, 
Confirm their Hope in God againſt Deſpair, 57; 
Cleanſe all their flains, and them for Heav 
Prepare. 


2 Ill 
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Holy Orders, 


You ay that Order is a Sacrament? 

| Yea: true it is; and ſo by Chriſt was meant. 
55% No man a Prieſt can be (by God's command) - 
| But he who by a Biſhop 1s Ordain'd. 58 
No Prieſt can Prieſts Ordain: nor can he give | 
What he has not to give, we all believe. 

When made a Prieſt, his Pow'r will then ſuffice 
To Conſecrate, Abſolve; and Sacrifice, 

His Functions all perform, Inſtruct and Feed 585 
Chriſt's Flock: and help them in the time of need. 


Matrimony. 


"_— think you now of Marriage? 'Tis a 

ie 

Both Sacred, and deſerving honour. —W hy ? 

'Cauſe it the Union repreſents atreſh 

Ot Chriſt. with. his dear Church and our own 
Fei 590 

The Matrimonial knot's ſo firm and great, | 

It cannot be diſſolv'd at any rate. 5 

Whom God hath join'd no man can ſeparate. 

It Grace imparts to the united Pair, 

That they each other's Impertettions bear, (596 

And in their Comforts, and their Croſſes 
ſhare. 

That they in mutual Love may ever grow, 

And may perverſe Affections never know; . 

And that their children may be daily taught | 

To love their God, and ſerve him as: they: 

ought, | 600 

C3. 3 The 


* 
117 
The Virgin Mary. 


Vho was the Virgin Mary? What was ſhe: 
And what 1s her peculiar Dignity ? 
Of Adam's race, the choſen one was ſhe 
- Ordain'd the Mother of our Lord to be. 
Meek, humble, chaſte, with ev'ry Giftadorn'd, 60; 
Perſeklion s work, and for Perfection form' . 
A Virgin in child-bearing, and before, 
And after. Let us then her help iq plore. 
Numberleſs Churches to her honour are 
Erected: Solemn Feſtivals declare | 610 
Her Mem'ry bleſt: Of Prayers daily ſaid, 
Great numbers are compos'd t'obtain her id. 
If Saints, for Sinners can with God prevail; 
Her Interceſſion, muſt much more avail, 
: I Pureſt Virgin, Bleſſed, ever Bleſt, 615 
As ev'ry generation has elt. | 
Look down upon us with a Puder eye, 
Still ſtruggling in this Vale of miſery; 


Be fore the Throne of Grace preſent our Pray'ts, 


Our humble Supplications, and our Tears. 620 
Beſeech thy Son to ſuccourus from high; 
Thy Son will noching unto thee deny. 


The Angelical Salulalion. 
Can you th' Angelick Salutation ſay? 


I can : and oft repeat it in the day. 
Hail, Mary, full of Grace: our gracious 
Lord . 625 
Is with thee, and tulltls his gracious 3 


Bleſſed 


ous 
25 


1 
Bleſſed above all women now thou 2rt; 
For God hail ſent me to tlice, to impart 
That in thy Womb thou ſhalt conceive, andbear 
Aon, by whom all things created were. 630 
For he's th* Eternal Son of the Moft High, 
Equal to him in Pow'r and Majeſtv. 
To him all creatures their Exiſtence owe, 
Above in heaven, and on earth below. 
Thou'rt truly Bleſt, and Blefſed too is he ) 635 
Who choſe our Nature to aſſume from thee, 
Wherein he would ſubdue the Enemy. ; 
That from their fins he might his people fave, 
And ſo preſerve them from th' internal grave. 
O holy Mary, Mother of God, pray - Ga 
For us poor ſinners now and in the day 
And hour of our death, when we ſhall fear 
Before thy Son's Tribunal to appear, —Amen. 


The Saints. 


To honour and Invoke the Saints, is it 

A practice pious, laudable, and fit? 645 

Undoubtedly: to God moſt pleaſing too 

That to his Friends we give the honour due. 

Honour Supreme is God's excluſive claim. 

That to the Saints, we an J.ſ/erior name. 

Do not our Chriſtian Churches, and the days 630 

Ith' year announce their honour and their 
praiſe? | 2 | 

Reflect a little, and 'twill ſoon appear, | 

By this, God's honour'd, and we better'd are. 


Their 
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Thetr Invocation. | I 
Why need we Saints Invoke, when God: hath ; 
laid, | . 
In all our wants we ought to ſeek his aid? 655 : 
Tis true: from him Grace flows as from its v 
Source, : | 1 
Therefore to him we ought to have recourſe; T 
Yet through the help of Saints, hisdeareſt friends, W A 
Our cries are heard, we ſooner gain our ends. 
A practice *tis. and cuſtomary thing, 660 
When men feek grace or favour from the 1 
King, | | * 
Addreſſes to his Miniſters to bring. V 
Do Saints above at ſuch a diſtance know W 


The wants and calls of Mortals here below? 


No doubt they do; for Chriſt himſelf de-. M T 


| . clares,. | . 6: A 

There's Joy in heav'n at ev'ry Sinners tears. i 

e Blelled Souls, of happineſs ſecure, Su 

Aſſiſt us by your pray'rs; for we are ſure, 

The zeal for ſinners you had here, and love, T1 
Are much more perfect now in bliſs above. 670 1; 

„ . ES Tl 

y Images. | | WW 


Say now, of. Images what is the uſe,. 
Or. Pictures? Sure there can be no abuſe, 


To place them in our Churches, or elſewhere, ( 
Them to reſpect, and raiſe Devotion there. Is 
The honour we them pay redounds to none 675. To 
But whom they repreſent :. to them alone. 


It 


les 
65 


We value: and take care they may appear 


1 38 1 
If Chiiſt, who by the Croſs did us redeem, 
We love: we ſurely muſt the Croſs eſteem, 

And hold in great reſpect. Of Saints above 
The Images, as of a Prince, we love. 680 
The Pictures of our Friends and Parents dear 


Thoſe pious ones of Chriſt we have in view 
And of his Saints, their Mem'ry to renew. 
But don't you Pray to them? — To them! 
No more . | 
Than to a Wall, a Wainſcot, or a Door 
Where there no Picture hangs: yet there I bend 
My knees to God, and Supplications ſend. 
We pray before them, that if thoughts ſhould 
roam, -'- © 690 
The ſight of them may call our fancies home. 
As a bad Picture ſtrongly to the Mind 
Conveys obſcen eneſs, ſo the Pious kind CG 
Suggeſt good thoughts to Souls to good in- & 
ö 1 | 3 
The Practice then, if rightly underſtood, 695 
Is right, commendable, and truly good. | 
They certainly mult void of Reaſon be, 
Who think that wood or ſtone can hear or ſee. 


 Relicks. 


Concerning Relicks, what the Church obſerves,. 
Is it to be commended?—Yes: and ſerves 70 
To help our Virtue, and Devotion too, 
In rendering to God what is his due. 

The juſt reſpect we give to the remains 
Ot God's familiar Friends, he ne'er reſtrains. 


Has 


To mind us of them. So 'tis very true) 
685 
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Has he not by their Relieks made appear, 705 
In working Miracles, how highly dear _ 
The Saints are in his ſight? Yes Peter's ſhade 
Heal'd the infirm, and cures moſt perfect made. 
The cloaths that touch'd the Body of St. Paul, 
Devils expell'd, and cur'd diſtempers all. 710 
This Honour's relative; it is no more, 

And all redounds to God whom we adore. 


Angel Guardians. 


Have we our Guardian Angels?—Yes: moſt 


ſure, | | 
Io guide our ſteps, and in the path ſecure 


| Lead us to Happineſs. Tis by the Will 713 


Of God, they're charg'd to guard us from all ill. 
Theſe heav'nly Spirits have a ſtrict command 
To fence, protect, and lead us by the hand 
In all our perils: and they ſee and know 
| Whate'er we do, and always with us go: 720 
As the Archangel Raphael came from high, 
To guard Tobias in Captivity. : 

What in a great man's ſight we dare not do, 
A horrid crime, and a confuſion too 
'T would be to act in our Good Angel's view. 725 
Of Life, how many would ill-chance deprive, 
How very few to Manhood would arrive, 


Did not their Angel their defence contrive 


With a diſtaſte for Sin, and good defires, 

He checks our Paſſions, and our Souls inſpires, 
Our Penance, Prayers, Wiſhes, Vows, and 
Praiſe - 

He to the gracious Throne of God 1 

: 18h 
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——u— . D ᷣVT— — 


„ 
O let us love and thank him for his care, 
Since ſuch th' effects of his Protection are. 


The Divine Preſence. 

Does God obſerve us always: ev'ry where? 735 
Yes; for in him we live, we move, and are. | 
No place in all the world ſo dark can be, 

But what 1s done he views, and all can ſee, 


Who fills all ſpace with his Divinity. 
Did ever Subject to the very Face 740 


Affront his Prince, or Judge? Yet 'tis the cafe 


Of all who dare ungratefully offend | 

A God Omniſcient who's our greateſt Friend. 
Let us then to our Paſſions thus reply, 

Like chaſte Suſanna : I would rather die, % 745 
Than yield to fin, in God's all- ſeeing eye. 

Then let us always in his Preſence walk: 

And thus the way to true Perfection chalk. 


Purity of Intention. 


To form a Good Intention in. whate'er 5 
We do: ſhould it not be our conſtant care? 730 
Our Thoughts, our Words, and Actions, ought 

to tend | 
To God alone, who is their Source and End. 
To him all Honour and all Glory's due, 
Who is our Alpha and Omega too. 
Lord, not to us, ſaid David, give the Fame 755 
Of Virtuous deeds; but to thy glorious Name. 
Vain-glory, child of Hell, + © with malice bent, 
Th' effect of ev'ry Virtue to prevent 

„With 


1d 1. 
* With watchful Induſtry neglects no Art 
To ſteal unſeen intę the Mind and Heart; 766 
« So ina bounteous.ſoil we oft may ſee, 


Set by ſome {kilfu} hand a hopeful Tree, To 
% Which bears to viewa rich and blooming Fruit, 
« But yet in ſecret harbours at the root No 


A pois'nous grub that rots the heart away, 765 O. 
Spoils the whole tree, and brings it to decay.” WW! 


So is Vain-glory, a pernicious Worm, Wi 
That gnaws true Virtue in its bud and bloom. C 
The Phariſees gave Alms, and ſo preſcrib'd, W 
But of Reward, their boaſting them depriv'd; 770 The 
The Widow's mites far more accepted were, Cor 
As Chriſt the Truth Eternal doth declare. Fly 
But why? "Cauſe there Vain-glory had* com. MWh 
; - mand, * 
Whilſt here, God's Glory mov'd her heart and MCoc 

hand. r 


As Archers, the contended Prize to gain, 775 Was < 
Wink with oue eye, and with the other aim: | 
So of Siniſter Motives ought we too 5 
The Left eye cloſe, and with the Right take 

"TOW 
Of Pure deſigns; the Mark we then ſhall hit, 
The Prize obtain, our. Souls for heaven lit. _ 
Away then worldly-glory, go Deceit, 
No longer {halt thou us of Merit cheat; 
A Pure Intention ſhall direct and guide 
In ev'ry Point our hearts, and works decide; 
Thus will the moſt indiff rent actions be 783 
Rais'd worthy of Reward in high degree. 


Love 


50 


70 


N 
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Love of God. 


The great and chief Commandment 1s, I find, 

To love the Lord with Heart, Soul, Strength, 
and Mind. + F4D 

Nothing created, may with God compare, | 
Or hold with him in Love an equal ſhare. 790 
When we God's Precepts keep and do his Will, 
We all our Duties, and the Law fulfil. 

Speak with the tongues of Angels, Prophecy. 
Work miracles, with all your wealth ſupply _ 
The needy Poor, or let the Body be 795 
Conſum'd by flames: without true Charity 


Als of no worth; no recompence attains: 


Who loves not, in the ſtate of death remains. 
Did we reflect how glorious, great, and good 

God is, and his Perfections underſtood: 800 

Our aim would be to ſhew him here our love; 


As Saints have done, who now are bleſt above, 


Melting in Love Divine: a juſt return 


Would be for us in Flames of Love to burn. 
Look down, dear Lord, and in our frozen 
heart, | —— 8 
Kindle that fire which thy ſweet love imparts. 
Let not ſelf- love or th' World our Souls deceive, 


Nor any Creature, of thy love bereave; 
Whey are thy handy-work, created were 


lo love thy Goodneſs, and thy Praiſe declare. $10 
Conſider next, what God for us hath done, 
That we, at leaſt, may love for love return. 
He made us what weare, redeem'd us too, 
Preſerves, "Y ev'ry thing we do. : 
| | | n 


LS]: 
In Nature, Grace, we nothing can command, 823; 
But what's deriv'd from his all-bounteous hand, 
By him we breathe, nor can dirett a thought 
To heav'n, but as we're by his Mercy taught. 
Since God in all his Gifts ſo flowing is, 
How can we be ungrateful or 40 829 
In a free tender of the little ſtore 
We have of Heart, when he demands no more! 
Take then our Hearts, dear Lord, mould them, 
inſpire 
New warmth; refine them with the ſacred fire 
Of Love Divine: that we may feeland ſing y 825 
The overflowing raptures Angels bring, 
In Songs of Praiſe to thee their loving 
King. Es | 4 5 : 

Self- Knowledge. 
What think you of Self-knowledge ?—'Ti 

the main. | ho 
And chiefeſt Science mortals can attain, 
The firmeſt Baſe, the very corner-ſtone 830 
For Virtue's building to be rais'd upon. 


Who knows himſelf, will know what he has | 


been, . . 
Void of all Good, and nouriſh'd up in fin. 
Who knows himſelf, will know what he is ſtill 


Of heart corrupted, and perverſe of Will. 83; 


That he can nothing think, nor good can do, 

Poor, naked, helpleſs, wretched, thoughtleſs too 

Hence from this Knowledge, there muſt needs 
_ ariſe 


But 


A Heart well humbled, which for Mercy cries. 


— e 2 02 —. 888 


From plunder, ſlaughter, ruin, till they knew 
heir ſtate, condition, ſtrength, and weeknels too. 


+ 42 5 
But, few this great inſtructive leſſon take, 840 
Or on themſelves due obſervation make. 
Quick and ſharp- ſighted they can ſcan and ſpy } 
The ſmalleſt Mote in any Neighbour's Eye, 
While in their own, Beams undiſcover'd lye. 
O, Nothing! ſay what is it caſts a blind 845 
Upon your Soul, and darkens thus your Mind? 

'Tis ſelf-love, felf-efteerm makes you deſpiſe 

All others, and above them ſtrive to riſe. 

Theſe hide you from yourſelf, and lead 

you on | | 

To wrongtu} Judgments and Confuſion, A 850 

Till in the end you find yourſelf undone. 

The Saints look'd on it as their greateſt gain 

This neceſſary Knowledge to attain, 5 

Convinc'd, without it, other Science vain. | 

They ſaw what ſad deſtruction Pride would 
make, | | | 8535 

If of their hearts it ſhould poſſeſſion take. 

They ſaw they could not poſſibly maintain 

The Fortreſs of their Souls, nor Foes reſtrain, 


Enlighten, Loid, the darkneſs of my heart, 
Teach me to do thy Will, thy Grace impart, 
That this great duty may my pradtice be, ; 


Io ſtrive to know myſelf, and to know Thee. 


1 Nehentance. | 
What is Repentance ? How is it Defin'd? 86g 

A real, and pungent Sorrow-of the Mind | 
. De | BY For 


[40 ] 
For fin committed, purpoſing to mend 


Henceforward, and our God no more offend. 
The paths which lead to Heaven are but two: 


Firſt Innocence, next a Repentance true. 870 

Each Sinner muſt by true Repentance turn 

From Vice to Virtue, or for ever burn. 

Repentance, at a diſtance may appear 

Shocking, Severe: but draw the proſpett near, 

You'll find, it liberty and pleaſure brings, 875 

To Conſciences oppreſs'd with weight of 

ſins, 

And freesthem from their dire tormenting\ 
| {tin 8. . 

Oh, what dd joy it muſt afford, 

To be thus to the g grace and love reſtor' d 

Of an offended God: to be ſet free 

From fear of Hell, and Sin's vile ſlavery! 
The Arms of God always extended are 

To ſhew his proneneſs to forgive and/ſpare. 


880 


When the Good Thief death's terrors did ſur- 

To round, 

Though late, he mercy ſought, and mercy 
tound. e 


A Contrite heart, God never will deſpiſe, 

When it for mercy and for pardon cries. 

God's bounty won“ 'rous is: both Time and 
Grace 

He offers ſlill, that we our fins efface. 

However all delays moſt dang'rous are: 

Preſumptuous firſt, then prompt us to Deſpair. 

What folly is't to act as if we could 

The Grace of heav'n command whene'er we 


would! | No, 


 890f 


30 
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No, no: nor time nor moments can we chuſe, 
Nor Grace, nor Mercy we ſo oft abuſe. 895. 
All are God's Gifts, to them we have no Right, 
Eſpecially when we his goodneſs ſhight. _ 
Then let us now give ear to Mercy's call, 
That Vice no longer may our Souls enthrall; 
And to its invitation yield, relent, 90Q 
Be deaf no more, but ſpeedily repent. | 

How many ſay they do forgiveneſs crave, 
Though they relapſe, and as before behave. 
They {trike their breaſt, ſhed tears, Peccau cry, 
When in eſſect, tis all Hypocriſy. 905 
Thus theſe deluded Sinners themſelves cheat, 


Stop heaven's bleſſings, and its Gifts defeat. 


Of Grief ſincere, the only Teſt and. true, 

Is, daily Tears of Sorrow to renew; | 

To lay the Axe at root of ſinful] Tree, 910 

And mar its vicious fruit effectually. EY 

The humble Publican for Mercy cried, 

His cry was heard, he went home juſtified. 

Penitent Magdalen with flowing Tears 

Water'd her Saviour's feet, who there de- 
clares,. 15. 

Her Sins forgiven were, and that her Soul 

Was purified by Love, cleans'd,, and made 
whole; 1 | 

As we have ſtray'd like them, ſo let us tread 


Their happy ſteps reform'd, and ſtrive to ſhed. 


The” Tears of true Repentance, that we may 920. 
With.them find mercy in th! accounting day. 


D 3, Grant,. 


Tel 


3 Lord. this Grace: Oh, what. ſhould we 


have been, 
But wretched creatures allowing i in Sin: 


Nay worle, did not thy Patience with us bear, 


Vidims of Hell, and raging in Deſpair. 
O Lord, turn not away from me thy face, 
Direct, Support, Protect me with thy Grace, 


923 


That with True Penitents, I praiſe may bring 


To thee, my God, and Jubilation ling. 
| | Porgeveneys. 


Muſt we affronts and injuries forgive? 
Certainly: elſe no Pardon or Reprieve 
Can be expected in that dreadful day, 


930 


When Deeds and Thoughts God in tis Scales 


will weigh. 
Forgiveneſs, Mercy, Pardoning of Foes, 
The Chriſtian's Duty and great taſk inclole. 
Though Nature be averſe, ſtill it muſt bend 


939 


To Heaven's juſt command, and ſtrive to mend, 


Chriſt, by his Precepts and Exampletoo, 
This duty has enforc'd : 'tis v ery true, 
Forgive, and 1t ſhall be forgiv' n to you. 


940 


Though great and num rous our offences are, 

That God will pardon them, and us ſtill ſpare, 
We truſt and hope: yet will not, if we chule 
Affronts to bear in Mind, and Peace reſuſe 


To our offending Brother: Go, ſaith he, 
Go, to thy Brother reconciled be: | 
Then come and offer up thy Gift to me. 
Ibis is the holy Maxim Chriſt commends, 


I 


The way to Peace, and which to hcaven tends, 
But 


(49+ } 
But Oh, how few, how very few comply 950 
With this juſt Rule of good Morality! ES 
Caſt but a ſudden glance upon the world, 
You'll find it into deſolation hurl'd, 

War, rapine, blood, contuſion, ſacrilege,  _ 
Wrath, ſcandal, ſlander, all we can alledge C955 
There acted is, and with the utmoſt rage, | 
And if you're aſk'd what Tyrant tis that brings 
This depredation? Say, the helliſh Twins, 
Firſt-born of Pride: Revenge; and Malice, they 
The Monſters are, which on mankind thus 

0 pray. | * 
Oh, let us them deteſt: let Malice bend - 
To meek Forgivenels, and Revenge ſuſpend. 

es Sincere 't muſt be: We often ſay we do 
Forgive our Foes: when tis not really true. 
Some rancour in the heart ſtill dormant lies, 965 

35 Which common converſation checks and flies, 
The proof of true forgivenels, is to ſpeak 

d. To our offender freely: undertake 
To help him in diſtreſs in caſe he needs, 

And ſhew forgiveneſs both by Words and 

40 Deeds. 1 — 2 
Who prays, and not forgives, if he but thinks, 

„Mouſt own blind Folly his proud heart hood- 

winks. 5 1 

Inſtead of Mercy the Almighty's frown 

And curſe, on his unhappy Soul draws down. 

The beſt of Prayers will his judgment be, 975 

Condemn his Phrenſy and Hypocriſy : 

Who while he aſks forgiveneſs w'ont impart 

The like forgiveneſs with a candid heart. 


A 


[144 J | * 

By thy Example mov'd, grant Lord that we To 

May this forgiving leſſon learn of Thee, 5 980 a 
Enforc'd with thy laſt breath upon the Tree. | 

Though cruel n their hearts and hands Ta 

embrue } | 


OY guiltleſs blood, and ſtill their rage purſue, He 
Father, forgive: they know not what they 
o do. 7 > | / 
Afliftions. £5 — 
Are mortals doom d to ſuffer ?—Yes, each Wi 
ſtage Thi 
Of life, has ſorrows ſuited to its age. = LY 
Tears we bring with us when we firſt draw M Th; 
breath, Wh 
With ſighs we go, when ſummon'd hence by, 
| death. Ren 
Flouts, ſcoffs, contempts, oft an injurious name, WM Tha 
Detr action, ſlander, loſs of worldly Fame, We 


Are common trials, of which men complain, 


Unkindneſs, lofſes, bckneſfes, and pain. ö Fror 


And fret and grieve at, but they grieve in vain, o 
Man's life a warfare is: we ſhould engage Wh. 
To fight our Foes, though they attack with Tov 
rage. 995M Chri 


Muſt we not be aſham'd to ſee we reel, 

And quite ſink under ev'ry croſs we feel ? 

To . and whine, hene er we 

n 

Some ſlander, loſs, or croſs afflitt our mind? 

He who the Hero is, and prize deſerves, 1000. 

In all cvents an equal mind preſerves. Wk 
Vho 


ve 


E 

Who like a Rock is fixt, unmov'd, reſign'd 

To all that God appoints or has defign'd, 

If nat'ral courage gives not eaſe, nor calms | 
The troubled Mind in trials, and in ſtorms, 1005 
Look up to God, and ſue for ftrength trom high, 
He will ſupport you, and your wants ſupply. 


Patience. 


Afflictions then our lot muſt be; but ſay, 
How muſt we uſe them? We muſt them allay 
With Chriſtian Patience. That is, to ſubmit 1010 
With reſignation to what God thinks fit. : 
This noble Virtue was by Heaven deſign'd 


To foothe the ſorrows of the human mind. 


This is the precious Balſam, in diſtreſs 
Which cheers the Sou}, and makes ourſuff'rings 

les. Th 1 | 1015 
Remember, that he Bleſſed is who moans. 
That Gad affliéts each child he loves and owns. 
Were not the Jews by ſcourges oft reclaimd 
From Idol-worſhip: and God's Law proclaim'd? 
Did not diſtreſs the Prodigal compel - 1020 
To ſeek ſorgivenels, and for grace to kneel? 
What are our ſuff rings here, I fain would know, 
To what the damn'd in hell do undergo ? 


ICbriſt was a man of Sorrows, no ſound part 


In him was left, he ſuffer'd grievous ſmart. 1025 


J>urely a pamper'd Body nicely bred. 


Can never ſuit a Thorny-crowned Head. 

Chriſt bore his Croſs: the Martyrs theirs we ſee, 

do all muſt bear them who would happy be. 
| | With 


— E 

With Patience, Lord, may Crofles be our 
ſhare, | 1030 

And for thy Heav'nly Bliſs our Souls ptepare. 


Reſig nation. 


If we were well perſuaded, as we ought 
To be, of what our gracious Saviour taught: 
That whatſoever happens, is delign'd | 
By mr” x Will: then ſhould we be 

reſign'd | ff | 

Fo incidents in life of ev'ry kind. 
Then with an even mind, ſerene, and free, 
We thould embrace what might allotted be. 
Talk not of Fortune, Deſtiny, or Chance; } 
For though the World theſe notions may ( 

\ e 1040 
They are no better than a mere Romance. 
Did not th' Eternal Son of God declare, 
That not a leaf from Tree, from head a hair 
Can fall: or bird come to the Net or hand, 
Without permiſſion, or th' expreſs command 104 
Of God? And why 
Caufe all things move by him, ſubſiſt, and are. 
O let us then ttiefe falle ideas ſhun, 


And pray, as Chrilt has taught, Thy Will b 


done. 


Say Man, who art thou who canſt ſet th 
(5 10; 


bound 


To God's unbc unded Wiſdom, or canſt ſound 

The depth of his Perfections? Think an 

„ . 

What be ordains is right: yes, always ſo. al 
7 i 


1033 


: the reaſon's plain and clear 


Ur 
0 
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Virtue. 


Now, ſay, ean any thing in life compare 
With true and ſolid Virtue? No, we are 1055 
Aſſur'd of this: and nothing here can be 
So pleaſin 3 as true Virtue, all agree. 

t comfort gives, preſerves the Mind ſerene 
In ev'ry ſtage of life, in ev'ry ſcene. 
Yet how few are there, ah, how very few, 1060 


M Who the bright path of Virtue cloſe purſue ! 
But, ſlaves to folly, vain amuſements chooſe, 


And thus their time, their precious moments loſe, | 


J Some in proud Grandeur place their happineſs: 


In Riches ſome, and others in Exceſs. 1965 
Others in Beauty, Gaming, Sports, theirs fix ; 
And happy's he who rides 1n Coach and Six, 
But what will theſe avail ? Can they relieve 
The mind in ſorrow, or true comfort give? 

The wiſeſt King that was, or e'er will be, 1070 
Pronounces, Earthly Joys are Vanity. 
Experience makes appear they're all a bubble: 


Inconſtant, ſhort, and in their end a trouble. 


And, as this warning in God's Word we ſee, 
«„This night thy Soul ſhall hence demanded 
be,” 1075 


Let us rejoice in God alone, the true 


Object of Virtue, and its Centre too. 


Ves, Lord, thou mad'it us for thyſelf, and we 


Can find no Reſt, till we repoſe in Thee. 
The 


[48 J 
The Theologieal Virtues, 


How many Virtues are there which they 

call, STO > 1080 
And for what reaſon: Theological? 

They are ſo nam'd becauſe the word denotes 
A thing that tends to God, and him imports. 
Theſe Divine Virtues are in number, Three: 

A lively Faith, firm Hope, and Charity. 1083 
By #Fa:th, we God believe, and all he'as taught, 
Or by Tradition, or in Scripture wrote. 
By Hope, we truſt in him; all Gifts we know, 
From his great Mercy, and Chriſt's Merits flo. 
By Charity, we love him, and his Love 1099 
Prefer to all the World, and Tleav'n above. 
In Heaven, Faith and Hope no more ſhall be, 
But Charity the greateſt of the Three, 
Will be ſtill more intenſe: and Love divine, 
Abſorpt in God, with greater Luſtre ſhine. 1095 
O, Holy, Undivided Trinity, 
Increaſe our Faith, our Hope, and Charity. 
Humility. 

Is not Humility a Virtue rare? 

It is; becauſe but very few will bear 


Offence with patience: but fend back the 
| Stone, 


With greater indignation than 'twas thrown. 
A Contradittion or rebuke, though ſmall, 
Rouſes the paſſions, and ferments the Gall. 
And, once the Anger's form'd, it breaks, defies 


All former friendſhip, and all friendly ties. 1105 
TD O Pride: 


1100 


[49 J 
O Pride: how ugly is thy aſpect, and 
How dire th' effects where thou haſt got com- 

A 45:44 e 
A Tyrant here thou art: to God a Rebel, 
Of malice, envy, ſpite, an arrant Devil. 

J Twas thou who caſt the Angels into hell: 1110 
And Eve, was by thy craft enſnar'd, and fell. 
Hated in heav'n above, a plague below 
Thou'ſt been, and always wilt continue fo, 

Then let us this pernicious Monſter hate, 
His wiles obſerve, and labour to defeat. 1115 

Hou can we: ſince by Adam's fault this Pride 
Is in our nature grafted ?—By the aid MEM 
Of God's all-pow'rful Grace, we ſurely 


we 


ma 
Practiſe bumilit , our Paſſions lay, 
And force relubizit Nature to obey. 1120 
Let us not glory then, as if by chance 
Came what we have: or by Inheritance. 

No : all we have in Nature, Grace, or Senſe, 

Is all beſtow'd by God's benevolence. | 
he high and lofty-minded God reſiſts: 1125 
IThe truly humble with his Grace aſſiſts. 

He who is Proud, ſhall ſink to low degree: 

and he who's Humble ſhall exalted be. 

No Pride can enter Heaven, or there dwell, 

Nor for the Humble 1s there place in helj. 11 30 
Of thee, O Lord, we beg and humbly pray, 
That thou from us Pride's Spirit take away, 
ive what thou bid'ſt us learn, and learn 


of Thee, . 
ive us thy Heav'nly Grace, that we may 
7 be. 5 | 
Lealous to copy thy Humility, #1135 
'8 | E Chaſiity. 


__ 
— = — 8 — 


1 
. | Chaſitty. OE BRI 
Who can be Chaſte ?--Who not, ſince God 

woelb lend r 
His helping hand, and pow'rful ſuccour ſend. 
To all who humbly crave it. Chriſt has ſaid, 
Aſk and you ſhall receive my Grace and Aid. 
True: of ourſelves we cannot ſtand our 


ground. | 1140 
Vet in divine aſſiſtance will be found £727 
Sufficient ſtrength our En'mies to con-) 

e Aonnd.- 1; 
Concupiſcence, a dang'rous deadly foe, - 
Great numbers has, and ſtill does overthrow. 
”Tis im us, with us, whereſoe'er we are, 1145 


Tiis a Domeſtick Traitor we muſt bear. 


If we its force reſiſt, nor give conſent: 
It may uy gs but God will nought reſent. 
This Fiend, may like a Lion roar, affright, 


But no one but the willing, can he bite. 1150 


So long as we ſay, no: we thereby merit, 
And by reſiſting ſhall reward inherit. 

But yet vaſt numbers yield, and fall we ſee, . 
Slaves to Corruption and Impurity. 


"Twas this brought down the Flood which Man- 


kind drown'd, | 115 
Save only Eight who in the Ark were found. 
On Sodom and Gomorrha wrath it drew, 
By Fire and Brimſtone which from Heaven flew 
Oh, what ſad havock does this Sin ſtill make 
Turn to the world, and there a proſpet take, 116e 
Obſerve its cruel progreſs, and you'll find, 
It is the great deſtroyer of Mankind: 
Corrupts the Innocent, the Body, Soul, 
Mows generations down without controul, 
| | | 8 Inte 


N 
into recluſe and hidden Grots it pries. 116 
d And even there true Piety defies © 
A helliſh Serpent 'tis, lurks, and creeps in, 
Poiſons, deſtroys, defiles, and tains with ſin. 
If to Incontinence Youth once gives wax 
And ſo contracts a Habit: a decay 23 1170 
Of Virtue and of Faith muſt needs enſue, 
© MW Obdurateneſs in Vice, Damnation too: + 
Except by ſome great Miracle of Grace, 
The Mercy oft abus'd) of God takes place. 
Eet us, then, hate, abhor, deteſt: and fly 1176 
This filthy Viper of Impurity. \_ ; 
Our proper weapons are, humbly to own. 
Our inſufficiency and frailty moan. „ 
Know this, for truth, which all Divines decide: 
Impurity an offspring is of Pride. 180 
Next, dangerous occaſions ſhun and fly, 
And all in ſin inſtructive Company- 
They are the Devil's Agents, 'tis his view, 
What of. himſelf he can't, by them to do. 
Allow of no fond Friend{hip; guard your 
Kues f. 1183. 
from ſmall beginnings oft great faults ariſe. 
It ſtrongly you're attack't, then run away, 
he Victory you'll gain, and win the day. : 
Like the good Patriarch Joſeph who ſtraight fled 
When once his Miſtreſs. call'd. him to her. 
Bed. 1190 
But above all in ferventhumble cry, E354 
Beg and1mplore heav'n's darling Chaſtity. 
This among Virtue's flowers, is the bright 
Fair Lilly, which chaſte Angels doth delight. 
The tender Sex, this to preſerve unſtain'd, 1195 
Torments outbrav'd, and Flatteries diſdain'd _ 
"WY Ot 
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int. 
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E : 
Of bloody Tyrants. Firm their Conftancy, 
They choſe, and choſe with? pleaſure firſt to( 
= -- | . 
Than forfeit their unſtain'd Virginity : | 
And by their death, the double Prize ob- 


tain'd, 1200 
That is by Virgins, and by Martyrs gain'd. 
We know, none but the Clean of Heart ſhall 
| lee © r 
Their God, and him poſſeſs eternally. 
Then let us keep ourſelves from Luſt moſt pure, 


That our eternal Bliſs we may ſecure. 


Grant, Lord, we may in Soul and Body, be 


Chaſte, Conſecrated Temples, worthy Thee. 


Time. 


Is not Time ſhort and fleeting ?—Yes: there. | 


- 


Saf it? | 
We ought to take it by the Lock before: 


The future is not ours, the paſt is flown: 1210 
Only the preſent Moment is our own. 


Time's like a gliding Stream, or Ariow ſent 


From Bow: ne'er to return from whence ii 


went. 3 | 5 
Though ſhort, and tranſitory, it is given, 
By good deeds here, to work our way to 


Heaven. 1 | 121588 
Paſt Time ſeems like a Dream, tis gone, tis, 


- fled: 


So will our Life, when on our dying bed. 


What comfort then will't bring? — This 2 ca 


tell, 
A very great one, if we ſpend it well. 
If not, though there is reaſon to be griev'd, 122 
Yet, by Repentance, it may be retriev'd. 


All? 


C [88] 

Time employ'd in Vanity and Sin, 
( BW waſted, loſt, and better ne'er had been. 

0h, how do now the Damn'd bemoan, lament, 

The loſs of all the Time which they mis- 
bl ſpe mm wn 13225 
oo Mfrhe only means loſt moments to repair, 

s to uſe future with a double Care: 
all Ns Loiterers their pace do doubly mend, 

$0, in due time, to gain their journey's end.. 


Sin. EE | 

How many kinds of Sin are there; pray 

tell? | | 12:30. 
heſe two: Qriginal and Attual.. | 
Ihe former, of Firſt Parents is confeſt 
To be the Sin, when they at fiſt tranſgreſs'd.. 
or, prompted by the Serpent they forſook 
The juſt command of God: an Apple took. 1235. 
The Actual, is what we ourſelves contract 
By thought, or by deſire, by word, or fact. 
All Actual Sin, divided is into 
it Mortal, or Deadly Sin, and Wenial too. 


[Cn 
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Jlbe Life of Grace and Right to Heav'nly Joy. 
To Bliſs no title can ſuch finners claim: 

They have no Right but to eternal Shame. 

O let us dread theſe ſins, repent, and mend, 

That ſo our Life may have a happy end. 1243 

A Venial fault kills not the Soul, but ſtill ; 

Is much diſpleaſing to God's holy Will. 

He who contemns a fault, however ſmall: . 

Will by degrees, into a greater fall. 


| 
; 
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Mortal 'tis call'd, becauſe it doth deſtroy 1240 
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„The Principal of Vices now declare, 


Of Envy, which deſires its neighbour's fall. 125 
As alſo Anger, and inactive Sloth : 8 
Fit Vices to draw down Almighty wrath. 


The Law of their Creator to contemn. 


L. SE 


We cautious are not to diſpleaſe a Friend 1250 


In any thing: then dare we God offend! | 
The Capital Sn. 
Which mankind ought to ſhun with all thei 


care ? 


Pride, Avarice, Luft, Gluttony, and Gall 


Scandal. 


Ho many Ways do mortals oft concur 
To other's Sins, and thereby make them err 


From Truth, and Viitue's paths, and them in 


came: 126 

To violate, nd ſpurn the Law Divine? 
By Coun, by Command, and by Conſent, 
By ne and whate'er is meant 
To latter or commend a wicked Fatt, 
And them encourage to repeat the Act. 126 
By Sz/ence, by Partaking, by Defence, 7 
And by Concealing them who do Offence. 
To theſe I add, a bad Example given, 
By all which means, Souls are mifled fr 

| Heaven, 


. 


From Satan, our firſt Parents learnt to fin, 1279 


By Satan's Envy, death firſt enter'd in 
To this unhappy world: he counſell'd tiem 


Mo 
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Moſt wretched they, who Satan-like entice: 
Mankind to Sin, and lead them into Vice; 1275 
++ Dear Lord, O bring them back to. thee 
| „ ſtra1 htway, * 

« Whom I, by Word, or Deed, have led aſtray, 
« And ſince the Liſt of my own fins is large, 
Lay not the _ of others to my e | 


Death. He 


Muſt we all die?—From Death!: none can be: 
FF „ nl: 
That Duſt to Duft return it is decreed. 
Nay Chriſt our Lord, and ev'ry human creature 
Or has, or muſt, this Tribute pay to Nature. 
None are exempt. This rig'rous Law of fate, 
Spares neither rich, nor 1 nor low, nor 
1491 1285 
When " dere die?—When, where, or how, o or 
well. | 
Unleſs reveal'd, no mortal can foretell.. 
Theſe circumſtances from our knowledge 
are 
Conceal'd, that we effeQually prepare 
Againſt the ſtroke, by watchtulneſs. and 
care. 
As Soldiers in a Fortreſs are on guard, 5 
And go their Rounds, and keep ſtrict Watch 
and Ward 
For fear. of a ſurprize: ſo we ſhould ſtrire 
To be upon our guard, leſt Death deprive _ 
Us of the future comforts they expect, 1295 
W hoſe good works GE and from bad death pro- 
tekt. How: 
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| When © Soul goes to . 


K 0 


How dend ät muſt th' important moment be 


1 


Reſurrection. 


That human Bodies, can you think and ey 
Shall riſe to Life again, ſome other day? 100. 
Hear what St. Paul declares, be not ſurprized, 
This mortal. frame ſhall be immortalized. | 
And though 'tis now not from Corruption free, 
Shall ſpiritual and incorrupted be. | 


How can thoſe Bodies which. now moulder'<h 


are,. | 1305, 


| Which Beaſts dated and fire did not ſpare, 


Ariſe again ?— Why, though i in diff rent ſtate, 
By the 2 Power which did them firſt create 
Yes, ſurely God can by his Word and Might, 
Select, and all their diff'rent parts unite. 1310. 
When rapid flames ſhall like a torrent roll 
O'er the Earth's ſurface, and without. controul 
On ev'ry living thing with fury prey, 
Conſume the world, and it in aſhes lay: 
Then ſhall the Trumpet with redoubled 
ſound, J. 1 3165 
bound, 
And waken all the Nations under ground 
Grant, Lord, that when we're call'd to hear 
our Doom, 


Through all the Nations of the Dead = 


As Sheep, on thy. Right hand we may find 


Toom. 


Judgment: 


E 
Judgment. 
How oft ſhall Man before his Judge ap- 


To give in his Accounts, and Sentence hear? 
Firſt, ſoon as Dead: and ſecondly before 
The world is quite deſtroy'd to be no more. 

At Death, the Soul alone examin'd is, 

To give account of all its treſpaſſes, 1325 
3s then its lot is fixt without retrieve, WE. 
Unchangeably ; no pow'r can it reprieve. / 

But at the laſt great day, the Body too, 

As Partner with the Soul ſhall know its due. 

Its Doom eternal then declar'd will be 

Before the world, of Bliſs, or Miſery. - | 
Who'll be the Judge ?—Our Lord. —Th' Accu- 
| ſers, who 3 „ 

The Devils: guilty, Conſciences: they too 
Who have by other's bad Example been 

Enſnar'd, debauch'd, allur'd, and taught to fin. 1335 

What will the Subjects of Impeachment be? 

All thoughts, words, actions, and omiſſions free, 
Which God regard, our neighbours, ſelves allo, 
The Verdict mult, and Sentence undergo. | 

What will the Sentence on the Viituous) 

be? - | 1 > (1940 
Come, Bleſſed of my Father, Come and ſee _ 
The Joys prepar'd for you eternally. :) 
For I was hungry, and ye gave me food, 
And by all other means ye did me good. 
For all the good you did to each of theſe, 1345 
Lou did on my account, and me to pleaſe; . 


. 
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 Into-eternal fire; eternal woe. 2950 


| L 88: J 
And as to my poor Brethren: you've bee 
7 -—_ DIEM 
Now for your mercy, yeu-ſhall mercy find. 
What on the Wicked ?—Go ye Curled, go 


How fad and diſmal will that day appear 


To ſuch loſt Souls, as ſhall this Sentence hear! — 
But Ob, to thoſe Bleſt Souls how ſweet and gay Tr 
Who ran a pious race, and not aſtray. 85 
O Deareſt Jeſus, who forgav'il the Thief 1955 
When dying en the Croſs: give me ielief. 
O give me now true penitential tears, ＋ 
That when that day ſhall come, no dreads or 
fears | SI The 
May overwhelm my Soul; then give me place 
Amongſt the. Children of thy Righi-hanq Tin 
Race. | 136% % a 
O +! 2 Heaven. = WI 
Say what is Heaven? — Such bliſs, ſuch hap: * 
N bee. 
No heart can here conceive, or tongue expreſs. To 
No eye the like hath ſeen, nor can it fee, 
Until diveſted of Mortality. I 
The Angels and the Saints who God behold: 1364 
Alone can theſe eternal Joys unfold. | As 
However this we know, and this can tell, LA. 
That the Ele&t who now in heaven dwall;. = 
Will ever to their God united be, ir 
And Love, and Reſt in him eternally, 137M ww; 
| | : | Co! 


He 7 


L 59 J 
Hell. 


In woe and everlaſting burnings are, 
Curling, blaſpheming, raging in Deſpair. 


Depriv'd of God, forſaken and forlorn, 
They'll ever curſe themſelves, lament, 


All mitigation of their pains unknown, 
137 


and moan. {TEEN | 
Purgatory. | 
This is a Third Place, where the flames re- 
fine . | 
Thoſe whoſe works burn; though only for a 
time, | | 


Till Satisfaction be compleatly made, 

And debts on Earth contratted, fully paid. 1380 

When all is cancell'd, as fire will declare; 

Theſe Souls, with Saints in Bliſs will have 
their ſhare. 


| Who can believe that all who die in Grace, 


To heav'n will ſtraightway go and take their 


place ? | 
When Guilt is pardon'd, pain remains be- 
ind, 1385 


As was in Adam's, David's caſe we find, 
And many more; leſt guilt ſhould ſeem but 


small, 


If with the Guilt, the Pain was pardon'd all. 


When th' Prince, a Felon from the Gallows frees, 


Confinement, Fines, and other ſuch Decrees 1390 


15 Still 


Of Hell, our Faith. aſſures us Sinners there ? 


- 9, OE. 
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Still and againſt him. So God 3 
Thoſe whom his Mercy ſaves, but Juſtice tries, 


The Spiritual Works of Mercy. 


Neprove the Sinful man, that he may live. 
- Unto the Ignorant Inflruttion g ive. 
| Counſel the Doubtful: Wrongs with Patience 
bear; 1395 
And from AMiQions Eye wibe off the T. ear ; 
Let Injuries in dark oblivion lay, 
And for the Quick and Dead fail not to Pray. 
They who mankind in Righteouſneſs infirud, 
Ad ſtumbling-blocks remove which them ob. 
ſtruct, 1400 WRej 
Shall be united to their Lord Divine, MI / 
And like the Stars, for endleſs Ages ſhine, 


The Corporal Works of ere 


Are there not Corp'ral Works of Mercy too, 
To which a bidden Recompence is due? 
Yes: by the Holy Church are number'd 

Seven, - 1405 
To which Chriſt promis'd great rewards in 
heaven. 
The hungry feed, drinꝭ to the thirſty be, 
Phe naked Noche, the harbourleſs'recave, 
Vifit the Sick, ſet thou the Captive yree, 
And ſee the Dead be burzed decently. 1410 

A Cup of water is a gift but mean, 

pokes if well giv n, a great Reward will gain, 


. » * 


The 


1 * 1 
The Eight Beatitudes. 
What are the Bleſſi ngs Jeſus Chriſt FAY” 
rtu 


Ne for ſonic ſpecial Virtues has prepar'd? _ 
And what, the irtues each muſt exerciſe, 1415 
Who wiſhes fo obtain the glorious Prize? 

ce 1. Blelied, yes truly Bleſled are the Poor 

95 In Spirit: Who in heaven have great Store. 


2. Bleſſed who keep their Anger in com- 
mand ; 
For they ſhall ſure poſſeſs the heav'nly Land. 1426 


ſhall be 8 
Repleniſhed with Joys eternal 
4. Bleſſed who le 
will; 
For of true Juſtice they ſhall have their fill. 
| 5. And Bleſſed are the Merciful and kind; 1425 
F Ru they ſhall Mercy from their Saviour find. 
6. Bleſſed are they whoſe Hearts are Pure, 


0 


d and free 
55 From Sin: for they hereafier God ſhall ſee. 
in 7. Bleſſed the Peaceful, who contentions fly, 


High. 
8. Bleſled who ſuffer for their loving Lord, 
For they ſhall have in Heaven great Reward. 


The Four Laft Things to be remembered. 


If you would Sin avoid, contemplate well 
On theſe four things: Death, Judgment, Hea- 
x ven, Hell. 


a 


he 


3- Bleſſed are they that Mourn; for they - 


| 
ek for Juſtice with good 


They hall be call'd the Sons of God moſt. 


19 F Admonition. 


1 6 3 
Admonition. 


If in che Love of God you would . 
Take care to learn your Cate echiſm well. 
But let me alſo this Advice 1 x min 
Retain it in your Mind and in your Heats, 
And ſhew it in your Life. And then youll 
Happy with God for W Amen. 8 


2 
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AN INVITATION TO 
AN, METHOD OF MAKING A 


SPIRITUAL RETREAT 
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ee my Soul, and let us go to meet 
dur gracious God in undiſturb'd Retreat. 
Hark! I is he calls thee from the multitude, 

To ſpeak unto thy heart in Solitude. 

"Tis he himfelf that now this thought inſpires, 5 
That he may fill thee with ſuch good deſires, 
As may induce thee Virtue's paths to tread, 

| Andily from Vice, which once thee captive led. 
Ho many Sinners are there on the brink 

Of Hell, who never will vouchſafe to think 10 
Of making a Retreat, which yet might be, 
For all their ills, a Sov'reign * 3 

And may perhaps be found the ſole reſource 

To ftop them in their long-run vicious courle ! 


F 2 f This. 


[54 J 

This is a ſpecial mercy to thee ſhewn, . 
By which God deigns to mark thee "I his own. 
Spend then ſome days in humble fervent prayer: 
Secluded from the World and worldly" care. 
Each exerciſe with. punctual care attend, 


And in each exerciſe ſtill ſtrive to mend, 20 | 


What in your former has defective been, 


And what1 ur others you have taulty ſeen. 


Yes, O my God, I'll now attentive prove 

To this new teſtimony of thy Love. 

But bow mult I perform this pleaſing Taſk? 25 
Thy help to do it J will bumbly alk, © 


Go to my Miniſter, he'll to thee ſhew, 
How to divice thy Time, and r to do. 


At half paſt Fi forſake your Couchęto pay 
To God the firſt- fruits of the new- born day. 
Which done, as ſoon as e'er the Clock nike 

Six, 
Your mind in holy Meditation fix. 
Then take ſome pious book in hand at 88 
That may inſtruct you in the way to heaven. 

At Eight with pious thoughts to Church repair, 35 

And for God's heav'nly Grace your Hou] Epc 
Aſſiſt devoutly at the Sacrifice, 

In which your Saviour myltically dies: 

And to his Father does himſelt preſent, 

To plead for ſinners who of fin repent. 40 

Your breakfaſt then with moderation take, 


EY Nine, your ſecond Meditation make.. po 


SHADE dM. amc 


LOA 


E 


It 


To take a ftrift account of all your fins, 


At Ten: be recollected, read, and fay 
Some vocal Pray'rs to help you on your way. 
When ſpent one hour in theſe, the time begins 45 


And true Contrition in your Soul excite, 
In conſequence of that celeſtial light 
Which you by Meditation have acquir'd, 
And in your heart, is, by God's grace infprr'd. 5c 
In his dread preſence all your crimes bewail. 
Beg ſtrength to ſtand, though enemies aſfail. 
Then take the Meal that is for you deſign'd, 
And giye ſome relaxation to your Mind. 
At Two your vocal Pray'rs again refume, 55 
At Threeſome corp'ral labour may find room: 
But __ 2 — be ſtill your 
ind 


In _ pious thoughts to God reſign'd. 
From 


our till Five your time in reading ſpend, 
And then your Mind to Meditation bend. 60 
At Six, again prepare for your Confeſſion, 

And of Amendment make a firm Profeſſion. 


= 


At Seven, after recollection, talk, 


Then tabe your Supper, then a gentle walk. 

At Eight begin your Ev'ning Pray'rs to ſay, 65; 
And then examine how you've ſpent the day: 

Ho to theſe Rules preſcrib'd you have attended, 
And whether you your former faults have mended. 
Now homage to your great Creator pay, 
And as you d wiſh to die conclude the day. 70 


| Some of theſe Books at ev'ry hour aſlign'd ; 
Read, to enlighten and inſtru your Mind; 
| ö Which}. 


- | - 6614] EE” 
Which, while they give inſtruction, will impart 
Some {parks of heav'nly fire to warm your heart. 
The work of Louis of Granada; where 75 
Time with Eternity he doth compare rp 
His Sinner's Guide: or Bourdaloue's Retreat. 
Thomas a Kempis too's a Rook moſt meet, 
Good ſentiments in pious Souls t' excite, 
And fill them with abundant rays of Light. 80 
Sale's Introduction to a life Devout, 4 
And ev'ry other that may bring about, 
A thorough reformation in your life, 
And make unruly Paſſions ceaſe their ſtrife. 
But leſt you err where multitude invite, 85 
Conſult your Guide, his choice will guide you 
9 right, . . 

Vet 1% L ſtill with caution ſhun, 
Nor lecture ended, think yourtaſk is done: 
But ſtill retain, reflect, and ruminate | 
On that you've read, and on your future State. gc 


Employ due time in Meditating well 
On Death, on Judgment, Heaven, and on Hell. 
Theſe truths well ponder'd will preſerve you in 
The Grace of God, and keep your Soul from fin, 

For is it poſſible that you can dare 3 
Rude War againſt th' Almighty to declare: 
Who know you ſhortly muſt reſign your breath, 
And be enfolded in the arms of Death? 

Muſt quit this world, its pleaſures leave behind, 
And be within a narrow grave confin'd? 100 
Before your God's Tribunal muſt appear, 
And undergo a Scrutiny ſevere > 


rr 
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Of alt your Life; where clear as noon-day Sun, 
All will be ſeen Which you on Earth have done ? 


Your thoughts, words, actions, manifeſted be, 10, 


O:m1{hons too, and baſe Hypocriſy ? 
For then the Sins, which in the darkelft night 


You have committed will be brought to light, 


The nat'ral Talents you's 've ſo oft miſus'd, 


And all the Graces you've ſo oft abus'd, . 


Your faulty Penance and Communions "Oe | 


Will all at once be brought 1 to open. view. 


That you your final Sentence may receive, 

According as you in the world did live: 

Which Sentence will irrevocable be, - 

Either of endleſs Bliſs, or Miſery. | 
© Surely the ſight of everlaſting fires: | 

Will baniſh all inordinate deſires, 

The dreadful torments of the damn'd in n 

Your headſtrong and unruly Paſſions quell, 

Their lamentable groans and ſad deſpair 

With horrour rouze your fears of going there. 

The Joys of heaven ſurely will inſpire 

Your Soul with ardent longing and defire. 


To ſhare its Bliſs, and quickly be ſet free 125 


From all the ſorrows of Mortality: 

They'll doubtleſs fill your beart with ſtrong defires 
To be aſſociated with the Choirs 

Of Angels: and their Songs of endleſs Praiſe 
Will in your Soul a like Devotion raiſe, 130 
Such Meditations ſurely will controul 
Your Paſſions, and from fin reſtrain > xy Soul. 


Of common means, theſe moſt effectual are, 


For God's moſt Holy Spirit doth declare, 1 


And having gain'd by means of fervent prayer, ¶ Fre 


1 68 1 


In all thy works remember thy laſt end, 1g Nu 
And then thy God thou never wilt offend.” Wi 
| 85 | Hh 
Then, baniſh all ſelf-love, impartial be 44 
And take a view of your paſt miſery. = LY 
See how you have your gracious God offended, MW _ 
How wretched your would be if life was ended. 14% WI 
How you do ſtill continue to offend, ,. 
How little you've endeavour'd to amend.. Ee 


A true Contrition, and a grief ſincere, Th 
With reſolutions firm and fixt above 14% Th 
Of a newlife of virtue and of love. | He 


Make then an humble and ſincere Confeſſion: W 
Of all your ſinful deeds, of each tranſgreſſion. Fo 
In bitterneſs of Soul your ſins bewail. 
And with heart- rending grief relate the Tale, 230 Fo 
How to your God you have ungrateful been, 


How yon have wallow'd in the mire of ſin; v 
How you have diſregarded all his Love, NI. 
How you have flighted all the Joys above; 7 
How _ the Earth you've fixt your whole de Ol 
ſire, | 1325 
And how contemn'd the threats of endleſs r | Di 
How oft the bleſſings of your God miſus'd, G 
How oft his Mercies and his Grace abus d. w 
Explain ſincerely all your various crimes, At 


Their circumſtances, number of the times 150 P. 
You have committed them: and take great care, A 
Satan. does not by Shame your Soul enſnare. B. 


50 


1 60 1. = 
T his is the Rock, the fatal Rock, whereon 
Numberleſs Souls have ſtruck, and been undone. 


With tears pour forth your guilt at Jeſu's feet, 169 


And for forgiveneſs humbly him entreat. 
Adjure him by his Love, by all that's good, 


| To cleanſe your ſinful ſtains: with that ſame 


blood? 
Which n d from all his ſacred 3 


when he 


E epir'd upon the Croſs, to ſet you free (17 | 


From Sin and Satan's hateful tyranny. , 

That, Sacred Blood ſtill in your: favour wr g 

That Sacred Blood his boundleſs mercy ſhews. 

He never will rejet a ſinner's ſighs, 

When with a truly contrite heart he cries. 475 

For mercy and forgiveneſs through that Blood, 

Which purchas'd for us Lite and all that's good. 

For, e you chill with horrour when * 
VI 

Your ſins ſo num'rous and enormous too, 


* 


Mercy prevails, and Juſtice will relent, 180 
As ſoon as e'er you of your fins repent. | | 


Oh, did not this Good Shepherd to his coſt, 


Come down to ſeek the Sheep that he had loſt? 
Did not the Father with affection great 


Go out with joy, his Prodigal to meet: 18g 
With open Arms receive him to his grace, 

And reinflate him in his former þlacef * 
Did not eur Saviour, Magdalen receive: 
And of her num'rous ſins full Pardon give! 


Becaufe the loved much, much was forgiven; 190 


Love 1 1s the ſhorteſt a. to Gas and —— 


* — 


Did not the dying Thief like Mercy find, 
When Grace, to aſk forgiveneſs him inclin'd! 
Sure, then, this Mercy God to you will fnew 
Wbemhating ſin, you ceaſe to be his foe. 10 
For theſe Examples were by him deſign d 
To ſhew how foon he will forgive mankind: 
When, like to theſe, his Mercy they implore 
And promiſe never to offend. him more, 


-  MofHoving Lord, the Antitype youſee 30 
Of that eig Prodigal in 49 you: hag 
I have moft wretched and ungrateful been, 
Forfaking thee t' indul ge myſelf in fin; 
But now I-know great was my miſery, | 
When I ee e thy Law and Thee. 20 


Next, then, you muſt. reſolye to live anew. {Welir 
To God: and beg that he wilf now renew 
Within you, a right Spirit, and inſpire 
Four S mh amok that Celeſtial fire, 
Which he came down to ſcatter, and defies. 21 
Should be enkindled, and in facred fires _ 
Of Love divine, conſume your earthly droſs. 
As earthly fires conſume the wither'd Mols. 
That ſacred flame where e er it reigns will fil! 
The Sou), with full ſubmiſſion to God's Will. 21 
Which when effected, Reaſon then will claim 
Ks Jawful Rule, and all your Paſſions tame. 


| Then to your Saviour's iſe convert yor : 
And learn the ſacred leffons he has taught; 


8 7 


Note well his Actions and his Life Divine, 20 


nd ſee how great a contraſt tis to thine. 

urely it muſt immenſe Confuſion bring, 

To ſee how much your great and glorious King 
Has done to reſcue an unworthy Slave 

from Sin, from death, and from th' infernal 


8 877 . | 
ſpecially if you do not purſue 2] 
he paths of Life he'as pointed out to you. 
Surely the fight of all that has been done 
And ſuffer'd by God's co-eternal Son, 


Ungrateful, trample on his ſacred blood. 
und now, one moment ſee, with contrite heart, 
How much from his Example you depart. 

He, humble came, but you with Pride elate, 


eep earthly riches conſtantiy in view 

And them with utmoſt eagerneſs f | 

The ſharpeſt ſorrows pierc'd his ſacred Soul, 

But you in rounds of p es wiſh to roll. 240 

Ah, is not this a terrible diſgrace . 

To you unthmking-man, Who now profeſs 

 Efourſelf his follower, yet have not trod 
The path mark d out by your Incarnate God! 


He paſs d his life in poverty, but you 5 


VLVou laſtly muſt reſolve upon the way, 

Progreſs to make in Virtue ev'ry day. 

low you temptations may avoid and fly, 
ud how you may encounter | 


225 


1 Soul with horrour, left you | 


Deſire to lead a liſe of pomp and flate. 295 . 


| Thoſe 


+. 

Thoſe which no human foreſight can prevent, 
Being by Satan on a ſudden ſent. e 
How do your duties that to God relate, 1 1151 
And thoſe that are peculiar to 3 24 49t © 
To praQtiſe this you duly ſhould reflect 24 
Why God did you from Myriads ſelect, 

And in the boſom of his Church protect; 255 
Teach you his Law, adopt you for his Son, 
And on you ſhow'r his choicelt bleſſings down. 5 
Why he ſuch favours has on you beſtowid, 
And with his Holy Spirit has endow'd. nr 
Ah; was it nat that you ſhould: grateful prove, obs 1 
And pay his goodnefs with a gen'rous love? | 
That you ſhould conſecrate to him your days, 
And ſpend your life in ſetting forth his praiſe? 
Should be conformable to Chriſt your Head, 
And always by bis Holy Spirit led? . 
That ev'ry Virtue ſhould reſplendent ſhine 
In you, and prove you of a Race Divine, 
That like your Father you may perfect be 
And may at Nen his heav nly _ ſeo? - 


ay 


But when the Time of this Retreat is run, Ve 
Think not that even yet your work isdone. | 
The part moſt difficult remains behind, . 11575 4% 
As by experience you will quickly find: = 
For Perſeverance is the chiefeſt thing oe: 
That muſt the whole to due Perfoltionbring 275 Bu 


For Satan, vers'd in ev'ry wily Art, Ho .] 
That can to Sin allure the human heart, her 
Your good reſolves will not ſo much h regard, And t. 


If he their Execution can retard: 


. 
Or if he can prevail on you to break 280 
The promiſes which in Retreat you make. 
Experience teaches us, that many times, 
When Sinners view with horroura'l their crimes; 
he thoughts of Heaven loſt, and dread of Hell 
Make them, a-while, temptations to repel, 285 
| And think they never will again conſent _ 
To do the Deeds of which they now repent. 
But when new objects chaſe away their fears, 
And Time has dried their penitential tears, 
Their pious reſolutions they diſcard, 299 
And to their promiſes pay no regard: | 
But preſently their new-made vows they ſpurn, 
And to their former wickedneſs return. | 
If then you would ſuch benefit receive 
From this Retreat, as with your God to live; 295 
our Reſolutions you mult Rrait reduce 
Both to immediate, and perpetual uſe: 
Begin to practiſe them without delay, 
And fail not to renew them ev'ry day, 
Muſt careful be, no length of Time, nor place gos 
ẽrhoſe reſolutions from your Mind eraſe: 
heſe Rules obſerv'd God's favour you'll regain 
and Life Eternal in due Time obtain. 


r 


This then I'll do, and do with utmoſt care 
ro extricate myſelf from Satan's ſnare. 

But now, when I to view my life begin, 305 
How do I find it often ſtain'd with fin! 
When on Eternal Truths J Meditate, 
And then reflect upon my fermer ſtate; 


My 


——ä——— — 


1 
My heart with ſhame and great confuſion burns, 
Fear, ſorrow, hope, and joy, ſucceed by turns. 3 10 

For though in Baptiſm Satan I renounc'd, 

And war againſt his works and pomps denounc'd, 
Too oft have T the part of Traitors play'd, 280 
And all my ſolemn „ betray d, 
Have ſought the orld, purſued its fleeting 

charms, „„ 315 
And thrown myſelf with pleaſure int' its arms, 
Forgot my God, my Paſſions gratified, _ 
Committing ſins for which my Saviour died! 
Although T promis'd then my God to love, 
And always to his Laws obedient prove: 320 
Too oft have thoſe ſacred Laws contemn'd, 
For which 'my Soul might juſtly be condemn'd 
| To ali:the horrours and the racking pains 
Of Hell, its fires, and everlaſting chains! 


Though then I promis'd always to preſerve g25 


The Robe of Innocence, and faithful, ſerve 


My God, that when he comes to judge mankind, ® 


Like a true Son, he might me blameleſs find: 
Too oft that Robe of Innocence I've ſtain'd, 


Too oft my Sacred Character profan'd, 330 4 


By deeds unworthy of the Dignity, | 
Which then was gracioufly conferr'd on me. 
For theſe, O God, for all the heinous crimes 
I have committed, for the num'rous times 


I have offended, ſelf-condemn'd I ſtand, 335 
Nor ought but Vengeance, from thy mighty 


hand | | | 
Could I expect; did not my Saviour dear 
Before thy Throne my Advocate appear. 
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How wretched, truly wretched had T been, 


I then had been condemn'd to death and h&l 
Like many, who without Repentance fell 
Into thy hands. But why, O Lord, to me- 
Was this great mercy ſhewn : that Ito thee 


E Should ftill again return? Why me lelett 


Than thoſe of many who in Hell deſpair ?- 
None but thyſelf, and boundleſs. Mercy can 

© Relate, why I ſhould be the happy man. 330 
But now, my God, ILheartily deteſt 

| The {ins which once I harbour'd in my breaſt. 
Wich pungent Sorrow, and Repentance truc, 
Ihumbly now Contels them all to you, 


eee 
FO . 


I Wilt,.cleanſe me from them with my Saviour 8 
6 Blood. 
That Sacred Blood, thy heart, of wrath diſarms, 


That Sacred Blood, with Love, my boſom warms. . 


Oh, let that Sacred Blood be now applied 


Jo m poor Soul, for which my Saviour died. 360 


O Heav'nly Father, God of Mercies fam'd, 
Look down upon this Prodigal reclaim'd;. 

I am not worthy-to be call'd thy Child, 

= Becauſe thy glorious Image I've defil'd, 

From thy Commandments wilfulhy have 
I | 305 
And with ingratitude thy Love repaid. 

But ſince, O God, thy Grace has touch'd my heart, 
B Henceforth, I'll never from thy Grace depart. 
3 G 2 _ My 
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Had I been ſummon'd hence in ſtate of Sin! 349. 


2 From them, and with thy heav' nly Graco protect —— 
Whoſe ſins more num'rous and more grievous ate 


And earneſtly. befeech that you. my God, 25.5 


_ 


7 
My Solemn Vous, I now again renew, 
And to thoſe Vows I ever will prove true, 
No more will I to any wily art 
Of Satan, open my deluded heart. 
But to the utmoſt of my pow'r will I 
All his ſuggeſtions and allurements fly. | 
No more by vain and worldly charms be won: 375 
Leſt by thoſe worldly charms I be undone, 
My Fleſh, this ſinful Fleſh, 11 mortity, 
And its Concupiſcences ern 7 
My deareſt Saviour's Lite I'll always make N 
My great Example: and will ſtrive to take 380 
Such leſſons from him, as will make me know | 
Thy Will, and daily in thy favour grow. 
Of pertea Love, his Life's the ſureſt Teſt: 
For he who copies neareſt, loves thee belt. 


370 


But O my Saviour, when to thee L turn 385 
My thoughts: I find my heart within me burn, 
Being by juſt reſlections ſore diſtreſs'd, 5 
And with unſpeakable confuſion preſs . 

To ſee how much God's co- eternal Son 

Has for a molt ungrateful rebel done. 390 
How from thy ſacred leſſons I have ſwerv'd, 
Ana how much puniſhment from thee deſerv'd. 
Yet e'en theſe thoughts my heart again revive, 
And ſpur me on with eagerneſs to ſtrive, 3 
How I thy boundleſs mercy may repay 395 
With gratitude, and follow in the way 7 
Which thou haſt ſhewn, to lead me to my God, 
And ſave my Soul from his avenging rod. þ 


; „„ 
can I contemplate. that eternal Love 
That brought thee from thy glorious Throne. 
N above, 400 
To clothe thyſelf with human Fleſh to ſave 
Mankind from Sin, and from th' infernal grave : 
And not be ſtruck with horror when I find 
My ſelf to Pride, to Sin, and Death inclin'd! 
Can 1 thy tender infant limbs behold 405 
| Laid in the Crib, benumb'd with Sf cold, 
And thy compaffionating eyes o erflow 
With tears, to reſcue me from endleſs woe: 
> © And not a ſimilar compaſſion take 


On ſuff'ring Jeſus, weeping tor my ſake! 4 : 


Can I behold thee ſcourg'd and crucified, 

And not bewail my ſins, for which you Med 
Can I behold th' exceſs of Love Divine 

© So glorious through thy Life and Paſhon ſhine, 


» Wn 


As ſtriving to repay that gen'rous love! 
Ah, was it not for me you ſuffer'd this, 
hat! might ſhare in your celeſtial bliſs ?. 


%&f 


E For me you came, for me refign'd your breath, 
To reſcue me from everlaſting death. 
Oh, how illuſtrious was the love you ſhew'd, 


When for my Ranſom, you, yourſelt beſtow'd! © 
This love for me, demands from me the ſame 425 
For you, who from your Throne of Glory came 


Ot 


To caſt on Earth the fire of Love divine, 


0 


And earneſtly deſire that Love may . 
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And not perceive my heart within me move, 415 . 


Ves, ſure, the Tears you ſned, were ſhed for me, 
To lave my Soul from endleſs miſery. 420 


[78-1 


In ev'ry heart reſplendent, and may bring 


All, in {ubjeQion to their heav'nly King. 430 I 
Wheretore, O Lord, with gratitude and praiſe, ® 


My heart, with Love, your gen'rous love repays. 


As you have oſſer d up yourlelf forme, | 


I offer, in return, myſelf to thee. 8 


Reſolv'd henceforth to do your holy will, 4335 


And with perfection your commands fulfil, 


For though the dread of everlaſting fires _ 5 


May ſerve to curb inordinate deſires 
In ſervile creatures: motives far more pure I 
Shall my Obedience to your Laws inſure. 440 
In all my works {hall Charity appear, 
For perfect Charity expels all Fear. | 
Tis Charity enlightens me to know 3 
The tender Parent from the dreadful Foe, 
And like a true, and moſt obedientson. 445 
Prompts me to ſay, Thy holy Will be done. 
Whate'er I do, from filial love ſhall ſpring : 
Love ſhall my works to due perfection kring. BK; 
Wherefore my Vows I now again renew, . 
And make theſe ſolemn Promiſes to you. 4350 
Whife life ſhall laſt, I never will offend 
My tender Father, my n.oſt loving Friend, 
But always ſtrive with gen'rous love to burn, 
And to my Saviour, Love for Love return. 1 
But, O my God, how oft have I before 435 
Made theſe good reſolutions: nay, ſtill more, | 
How oft have I with fervent zeal begun | 
A truly pious Chriſtian race to run, 
When ſoon a ſad experience ſhew'd how weak 
My Nature was, which made me quickly break 
5 | | Thoſe 
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„„ | 
Thoſe pious reſolutions! O my God, 
Shall I for ever tread the paths I've trod! 
Shall I again my former weakneſs know! 
Shall I again be conquer'd by the Foe: Z 
Shall I return to his Captivity, 465 
From which thy Mercy lately ſet me free! | 
Permit it not, — For Jeſu's ſake, and mine, 
Do thou aſſiſt me with thy Grace Divine, 
That hencetorth I may perſevere: and proye, 


The change is wrought by thy Celeſtial Love. 470 


Accept, O God, theſe firm reſolves, which I, 


Rather than break, am willing now to die. 


Henceforth each morning hands and heart F 1] raiſe 


To pay to thee the Tribute of my Praiſe. 

In Meditation half an hour Fil ſpend, 473 
That you, my heart to virtuous deeds may bend: 
Offer up all-the attions of the day, 

Think well on what I have to do, and ſay, 

That Prudence may my Words and Attiuns guide, 


And Piety may over all preſide; 480 


With fervour and humility implore 
Thy Grace that I may neter offend thee more: 
But in the way of thy Commandments run, 


And careful be the paths of fin to ſhun. 


Endeavours uſe that I may ſee and know 485 


The ſtrength and craft of my infernal foe. 
Againſt my ruling Paſſion I'll declare 
A reſolute and never-ending war: | 
For when the Champion's kill'd the reſt will fall, 
And be obedient unto Reaſon's call. 490 
By Faſts I will my ſinful Fleſh control, 
And keep it in Subjection to the S. 
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My Mind from roving we I will contain, To 


My Eyes from curioſity reſtrain. Wh 

My Tongue from ſpeaking much I will with. If th 

_ hold, 495 As 

My Ears from converſations vain and bold. © 1 wi 

When tempted, raiſe my heart to thee on high, Reit 

And to thy pow'rful Grace for ſuccour fly. EF And 

If poſſible, each day throughout the year: In! 

Before thee, in thy Temple, I'll appear, 500 By 

Io join in Off 'ring up to thee, my God, Ii 

The Sacred Body and the precious Blood The 

— Of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, who did command Aft 

EE This Off 'ring to be made i in-ev'ry Land, Ho 
ö Till he ſhall come again, that all may know, 505 £ 

3 How much they do unto his goodneſs owe. Mh 

. | Then ſhall my humble Pray'rs like Incenſe riſe, The 

b. 3 And grateful, penetrate the Starry ſkies. As 

Eo; My Saviour's Blood will jointly with themplead ® To! 

For me; and Grace obtain for time of need. 510 See 

M0 Tl oft receive this Holy Sacrament, Or! 

= Which gives our Souls true Liie and nouriſh... Aga 

E | ment. Aud 

III give cach Action its perfection due, I a 

That I may hope for its reward from you, Wit 

= 1 And during Life keep always in your fight, 515 F My 

3 4 And walk, as well becomes a Child of Light, - [ot 

My our s great Example too I'll take, Ibis 

To comfort me in ſuff ring for his ſake; My 

| And ſpur me on to virtuous deeds that I 7 7 

By ev'ry means my Soul may ſanctify. 520 Þ Exp! 

From him 1/1] learn with patience to ſubmit e 

To whatſoe'er thy Providence thinks fit, 10 
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Which doubtleſs will conduct me to my God. 
If through ſurprize, or frailty, I ſhout: I fall, 524 
As oft I've done: obedient to thy call, 


Return to thee my God without delay 
Aud for thy mercy and forgiveneſs pray; 


| MES) 


ls „ 


To bear my Croſs, and travel in the road, 


] will endeavour to ariſe ſtraightway, 


Fil ſpeedily repent, confeſs, atone 530 
By penitential Abts, for what I've done. 
Iwill not fail each i ht to call to mind 
The actions of the day: and ſtrive to find, 
After imploriug thy coleſtial Light, | 


How 1 have ſpen: my time from morn till 


night: 636 


| What care I've taken duly to diſcharge 
The duties which I owe to thee at large: 


As alſo thoſe which {pecially relate 

To men engag'd in my peculiar State. 
See whether 1 1mper: tections have ciept 1n, 
Or it I've fallen into any fin. 

Againſt my ruling Fe —_— how I've fought, 
Aad if concurr'd wn Graces as I ought, 

If auglit J find am is, I will not fail 

With tears of true R epentance to bewail 543 
My tanits: and ior thy Grace with fervour pray 
To be nore careful on the foll' wing day. 

Ttas Deng done, before I'll dare to cloſe 

J will entcavgur to difpole 


546 


My 8s ul, as if! ſure y ſhould that night 330 
E p. re, nor live io ſce the Mo rning light. 
Theſe Reſolutions 1 will now begin 
Io pul in ule, to keep my Soul from fin; 
III 


: 9 
Fil now begin before this day be paſt :- | 
Leſt, of my Life, this day ſhould be the laſt. 555% 


Grant, Lord, thy Grace to perſevere, that I 
May daily itrive wy Soul to ſanctifyv, 
And being in thy Service faithful found, 
May be with everlaſting Glory crown'd.— Amen, 
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